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Preface 


Preface 


After over 30 years working in the Home Improvement field, | was thinking about doing 
something a little more creative in my spare time. We had a local free weekly newspaper 
(RockawayTimes.com) that was only open for a few months. As a well known contractor in my 
area, | came up with the idea of writing a weekly DlYer article. 


In April of 2015 | went in and presented my idea of the article to the paper's owner (Kevin 
Boyle). Being that no paper in the area had anything like it, Kevin loved the idea. A week later 
my first article was published in the paper. 


With space being limited to 300 words (now upto 500 words), it was difficult to provide adequate 
detail but | must have did a pretty good job because a year after the article started, | had a nice 

following. As a result, | now have a Facebook page (www.facebook.com/TheDlYer11694), | am 

in the process of setting up a YouTube channel for The DlYer and | am putting all my articles in 

this book. 


On February 10 th of 2017 | started writing a second weekly article for an online media called 
The Dollar Stretcher.com 


On April 8 th 2017, | will be making my debut on National TV. The TLC Channel contracted my 
company to do the work on the first 2 pilot episodes of “Hidden Money Makeover”. Unfortunately 
| am not the star of the show, but you will see my face and my work. 


Continuing to give back to the community, | am currently working on organizing a monthly DlYer 
class to give people hands on experience with the projects | write about. The classes are 
planned to start in April of 2017. A portion of sales from this book will help fund the classes. 


| hope you like some of the ideas in this book. 
Please feel free to email me your feedback//comments. 


Thank you 
Artie Wallace 


Please do not reproduce any portion of this book in whole or in part without written consent. 


To request permission, email me at : TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 
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5 projects that you can with the kids 


With the holidays coming, this week we are going to focus on 5 projects that you can with the 
kids. 


1- Personalized mugs. 


All you need is a permenant sharpie 
(any color) and a white porcelain mug. 
Decorate the mug with the sharpie. 
Once decorated place the mug in the 


oven, bake for 30 minutes at 350 
degrees, then allow to cool. Your 
decorated mug is now ready to use. Do 
not place decorated mugs in the 
dishwasher, hand wash only. 





5 projects that you can with the kids By Artie Wallace 


2- Make a jewelry hanger from a wooden 
clothes hanger or an old wooden picture 
frame. 


Decorate the clothes hanger or picture frame 
using paint or permanent markers. For coat 
hangers simple install small hooks along 
bottom of hanger. For picture frames string a 
piece of yarn across (you can put multiple 
yarns across) and hang hooks on the yarn to 
hang your jewelry on. 


3- Tea light holders made from 
painted jars. 

Using an old jar, remove label (empty 
sauce jars work fine). 


Wrap a piece of yarn around the jar to 
create a pattern. Paint the jar with the 
color of choice. Allow to dry and then 
remove the yarn. Place your tea light 
candle in the jar and the design created 
by the yarn will glow through. 
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4- Waterless snow globe. 


You will need a jar with a lid (Sauce jar 
with label removed works fine), glue 
(elmer's), figure or insert (small holiday 
figure can be found at most craft stores). 
Glue your figure or insert to the center on 
the inside of the lid. Spread your glue on 
a piece of wax paper and allow to dry. 
Once dried remove the glue by rubbing, 
this will cause it to come off in flakes. Put 
the glue flakes into the jar, and put the lid 
on the jar. Now you have your waterless 
snow globe. 


5- Make a pencil holder out of cassette 
tapes. 


Using 4 old cassette tapes and a small round 
mirror (mirror can be found at most craft 
stores). Glue the edge of the cassette tape 
creating a box, then glue the bottom of box to 
mirror (for best result use crazy glue). 
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5 projects that you can with the kids (continued) 


1- Birthday candle menorah 


You will need nine birthday candles with 
holders, air drying clay and acrylic paints. 
Make a clay block about 6 inches long and 1 
inch high and 1 inch deep. Make a small 


square about 3/4 of an inch. Place your 
square in the center of the long piece, and 
place your candle holders in with 4 on each 
side and 1 in the center. Allowed the clay 
harden overnight, and paint with acrylic 
paints. Put the candles in the holders, and 
you have your birthday candle menorah. 
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2- Candy cane heart 


You will need to candy canes, some glue and 
ribbon. Lay the candy canes together to form 
a heart shape putting the two bottoms 
together and the two tops. Glue the ends 
together and allow to dry. Make a bow out of 
ribbon and glue on to where the two tops 
meet. You can add a piece of string tied ina 
loop and glued to the top to make your candy 
cane heart ready to hang on the tree. 


3- Shell candles 


You will need shells you collected from the 
beach and votive candles. Make sure you 
thoroughly clean the shell. Remove the wick 
from the votive candles and place the wick in 
the center of the shell. Fill a saucepan about 
halfway with water, place a glass measuring 
cup in the saucepan. Cut the wax from the 
votive candles into small shavings and place 
in the measuring cup. Heat till the wax melts, 
then spoon in the wax into the shells till they 
are almost full. Be sure the wick is standing 
upright and do not cover the top of the wick. 
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4- Christmas tree made out of shells 


Get a cone-shaped piece of styrofoam and 
small shells from any craft store. Painted the 
styrofoam green and allowed to dry. Paint 
small shells and decorative holiday colors 
and glue to the styrofoam tree base. 


5- Shell ornaments 


Using a large shell can be found on the 
beach, make sure the show is thoroughly 
cleaned. Drill a small hole in the top of the 
shell put a piece of ribbon through it and tie it 
for hanging. Paint the shell and allow to dry. 
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Accenting any room..... 


Adding a little accent to a room can be a difficult task, there are so many things to consider from 
colors and furniture to flooring and placement of decor. There is no rules that work with every 
situation, but there are a few basic rules that can help guide you through it. 


Color schemes: 

Dark colors tend to make a room look smaller, however on larger rooms a dark accent wall can 
add depth. For smaller rooms adding a bright accent color look larger if done in moderation. 
Adding an accent wall and a complimenting color in the decor will help bring the room to life. 


Furniture: 

It is very easy to overwhelm a room with too much furniture, adding furniture a little at a time will 
also help you to see how much is just right for the room. Try to stay away from bookcases and 
larger storage items, they tend to collect junk and take too much away from your room. Open 
shelves and hidden storage works best. 


Flooring: 

| love the look of a light color hardwood floor, but that may not be in your budget. An area rug 
with tile laid around it (not under, so they are close in height) can be a way to get creative 
without breaking the bank. 


Walls: 
Wall hangings are a great way to accent a room, but keep it to a minimum. The more you put on 


your walls, the more you take away from all the hard work you put into accenting the room. 


Lighting: 
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Depending on the feel you are going for, the lighting can make all the difference. For a relaxing 
room or TV room a soft light is recommended. For reading rooms, play rooms or any rooms 
where people gather you should go with a brighter light. Bedrooms should have both options, 
bright light for getting dressed and a lamp providing a soft light for when you're getting ready to 
turn in after a long day. 


There you have it, my tips on accenting any room. | hope you found it helpful. 
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DIY — Accent wall from Reclaimed wood 
(this article was written for online use, the online version with active links is available on my website) 


More and more | am finding that both customers and people online are getting back to nature 
with their home designs. 


What better way to do this then with a wood accent wall? 


Best of all on a scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being the hardest) on the DlYer skill level, this project 
only rates ata 4. 
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There are so many options, patterns and other variations to choose from, that | could write 
another book on this topic alone, so to keep it simple, | am going to focus this article on the 
most common of the options. 

Let’s start off with a list of what you will need and where to get it: 

1-An adequate supply of reclaimed (or pallet) wood. If you check online, you can easily find 
somewhere local to get free pallets and take them apart, but after doing so, | can tell you that 
this can turn into a project itself. To save yourself a lot of work you can buy the wood ready to 
install. Here are 2 examples of wood that | have used on jobs: Example 1 Example 2 
2-Liquid nail: There are different types of Liquid Nail, be sure to get the Construction Adhesive 
3-Finishing Nails: You will want to use 4D (1 % inch) nails, click here for an example. 

4-Miter saw: To keep your end cuts straight, you'll want to use a Miter saw with a 60t blade 
Here is how to install your wood accent wall: 

1-Starting at the ceiling with a full boar from one of the corners, apply a bead of liquid nail along 
the center of the back of the board. Place it in place on the wall and put one nail in each end to 


keep it from moving while the liquid nail dries. 


2-Repeat step one going across the top of the wall. When you get to the last piece, measure 
and cut to length, then install it. 


3-For the second row, start at the same corner where you started before. This time you will cut 
the first board in half before installing it, creating a staggered effect in the boards. 


4-Continuing this pattern to the floor alternating between full and half boards. 
5-The boards will not meet the floor perfectly, so run them till they are as close as you can get. 
Then using a final row as a molding, run a last row along the floor itself covering the gap 


between the floor and the previous row. 


6-For additional accent, you can run an additional row along the ceiling line and the walls to 
create a molding effect. 


Congratulations, you just created a beautiful wood accent wall. 
Please feel free to send in your completed projects to the email address below. 
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Don’t forget to follow “TDS DlYer’” for detailed instructions for any upgrades you may need a 
little more guidance with. 


For a list of recommended products from this and past articles, click here or visit our links page 
at http://rockawayshandyman.vpweb.com/links 


With over 30 years experience in the home improvement field, Artie Wallace (owner of 
Rockaways Handyman) can help you with most of your DIY questions. For more information 
about Artie Wallace or Rockaways Handyman, visit his website at RockawaysHandyman.com, 
like him on Facebook at Facebook.com/RockawaysHandyman 
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A different kind of makeover..... 


Most people think of refinishing something as sanding, staining and things along those lines. 
Here is a sample of a different kind of makeover. 


Here are a few steps on taking an ordinary dresser and making it into something great for a kids 
room. | am just going to run you through the basics. 


First: Remove all hardware (handles, knobs etc) and save it (I will get back to this later). 


Second: Prep all surfaces. To do this | recommend first cleaning all surfaces with a good 
degreaser cleaner. Than wipe all surfaces down with mineral spirits. This will remove any 
buildup that may be on surfaces (including nicotine from smoke) and help neutralize any finish 
coats. 


Third: Pick the paint colors you want to use, for best results be sure to use an enamel paint or 
oil based paint. Use multiple colors to give it more of a kid's room feel. 


Fourth: Apply paint in light coats and allow to dry thoroughly between coats. Remove the draws 
and place on a dropcloth with the face facing up and apply even coat of paint over the surface. 
Placing the dresser frame on a drop cloth do the same. When painting the sides and face, be 
sure to not allow the paint to run. 


Fifth: Getting back to the hardware. If the old hardware fits your design, by all means use it. If 
not, be sure to take an old handle with you when shopping for new ones and use it to make sure 
the screw holes line up. Keep in mind, a draw pull can be replaced with 2 knobs, so get creative 
with your hardware. 
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Sixth: Decorating can be difficult. For the average DlYer | recommend shopping online for 
decals to help you decorate to your liking. It is advisable that the average DlYer staying away 
from fabric coating, layering designs, textured finishes, etc. If not done right it can ruin all your 
hard work. Leave those finishes to the more advanced refinishers. Though not as decorative of 
a finish you can find decals on most any topic you want. 
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Anchor's away..... 


Hanging something like a shelf may sound like a simple project, but when you consider how 
many different types of walls there are and how many different types of anchors there are, it can 
become more involved than you thought. 


Here are some of the basic ones used in everyday home repairs. 


Threaded wall anchors are one of the most reliable general use anchors for hanging things in 
drywall. They come in plastic and metal as well as different sizes and strengths. These work 
great for heavy pictures (and mirrors), they can be used for most things where the weight is 
concentrated near the wall. 


Toggle bolt anchors are primarily used to hang things like shelves and TV’s where the weight 
is concentrated away from the wall. These are only used on hollow walls. 


Plastic expansion anchors are mainly used for light weight hanging. Many things you buy will 
come with these anchors, most of the time they are underrated for the item they are supplied 
with. | try to stay away from these type of anchors, | find they are very unreliable. 


Lag screw shield anchors are for mounting things on cement walls. When installed right, they 
can support a lot of weight. But you need to be sure you use the right size drill bit to pre drill 
them or they will pull out (or fall apart when forcing them in). 


Externally threaded anchors are not that common in everyday home repairs, but they still 
have their purpose. These are used when your hanging something in a concrete wall that has 
to be bolted onto the wall. 
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There are many more types of anchors, but these are the most common that the average DlYer 
will need to use. 
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Angle Grinders: 

Hopefully it comes as no surprise to you that an Angle Grinder can be used for grinding, but it 
has many other uses that you may not have thought about. With the variety of attachments 
available an Angle Grinder can easily become one of the must haves for the DlYer. 

| am only covering a few uses in this article, be sure to look online for more uses and detailed 
instructions on these as well as other uses. 


Tile: As a contractor | always had a Angle Grinder in with my tile tools. With a thin diamond 
blade, an angle grinder works great for cutting the little notches and scores tile for breaking. 
Angle Grinders by no means is a replacement for a tile saw, but for those small jobs or tuff 

angles it is a must have. 


Sharpening: With the right touch and working on the right angle, an Angle Grinder can be used 
to sharpen lawnmower blades, putting a good edge on a shovel and sharpen most anything with 
a smooth straight edge. 


Mortar: Using a thicker diamond blade, an Angle Grinder can make the task of removing mortar 
from around a brick (or between stones) much easier. It can also be used to cut thin bricks and 
stones to fit that tight spot. 


Metal cleaning: That old shovel or gardening tool that you were about to throughout, with a 
wire brush attachment an Angle Grinder can clean it up to look like new. The wire brush 
attachment also makes it easier to clean rusted railings and most other metal surfaces. 


Buffing: A buffing wheel attachment for your Angle Grinder is a great addon. But beware, 
before you try buffing your car, try cleaning up the old Bar-B-Que first first. It is very easy to 
leave swirl marks if you don’t have the right touch. 
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Note: For safety reasons, it is important that you thoroughly research proper techniques and 
safety guidelines for each use before continuing with your project. 
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Bathroom vanities 


Normally | try to change the topic from week to week, but this week we will make an exception. 
Keeping in the bathroom one of the main things is the vanity. Now anyone can go out and 

spend a small fortune on a vanity, or you can get creative. This is a project for a high level DIYer 
or to hire someone for. 


When you get down to the basics, a vanity is nothing more than a cabinet with space for the 
plumbing. There are a lot of old or antique looking dressers around, you may have to shop 
around to find one that you really like. That can be your next vanity. 


Here's how you do it, start off by removing the top by carefully cutting around the perimeter of 
the dresser. Then be sure to reinforce the perimeter using 2 by 3’s (2 by 4’s for larger dressers). 
Then you remove the face from the top draws (or side draws depending on how your lying your 
top) to allow space for the piping. Leave any draws that will not be in the way intact. 


Now it is time to refinish the outside. On wood dressers you can sand and refinish them, or you 
can paint your dresser to match the decor of your bathroom. Once you refinish the outside it is 
time to put it back together. For the draw faces you removed, simply secure a 1 by 2 vertically 
across the opening where it came from, then secure the draw face to the 1 by 2. Do this from 
the inside of the dresser. 


Now for the final step you will need to make a hole (or a few holes depending on the layout) in 
the back for the plumbing. This can be done with a hole saw or by cutting a square hole with a 


jigsaw or circular saw. 


Next week we will cover making the counter top. 
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Bookends....... 


| personally have a collection of books, some are collectors editions, some are rare (over 100 
years old) and some personally signed to me by the authors. Your collection of books may not 
be the same as mine, but just the same, they reflect your interest. Why shouldn't your bookends 
reflect your interest as well? 


Shopping around for the perfect set of bookends can be tough and justifying the price once you 
find them can be tougher.This week let’s focus on making our own bookends. 


First: Decide on a theme for your bookends. This should be something that reflects your 
interest. 


Second: Choosing a figure for your bookends. There are many things to choose from, | 
recommend shopping on Ebay. You can find mini busts, brass figures and porcelain or ceramic 
figures all of which have a some weight to them making them good for bookends. You can 
choose to refinish your figure or (if aged) leave it with the aged look. 


Third: Once you have your figure, you will need to make a base for it. Drift wood works great for 
a rustic look, for a more modern look a finished base will look better. If your figure is large, 
you're ready for step four. If you chose a smaller figure you will need to add a side to your 
bookend for the books to rest against. Do this by adding a piece of wood about 4 to 6 inches 
high by the depth of your base, secure it by pre drilling the holes and use wood screws. It is 
always a good idea to glue it before gluing. 


Fourth: Finishing your base. For drift wood make sure you have a flat edge for the bottom. For 
store bought wood, you may want to decorate the edge using a router or files. Then stain or 
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paint your base to the color of your choosing. Apply a spray on clearcoat when done with your 
base. 


Fifth: Mount your figure to the wood base using Gorilla Glue. If your figure has a small area 
where it will attach to the base, drill or sand out an indent for it to lay in before gluing (this will 
make it more sturdy). 
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Build a rolling island. 


One of the hardest rooms in a home to organize is the kitchen. No matter what you do it seams 
you always need a little more space. Well this week we are going to work on getting that space. 


The two most common complaints about kitchens are not enough cabinet or counter top space. 
One solution is a rolling island. Sure you can go out and buy one, but then you wouldn't be 
showing off your creativeness. So lets look at how you can build your own. 


The average DlYer with a medium skill level can tackle this project. To start off you will need to 
do a little shopping around to find a base cabinet that is a close match to your kitchen cabinets, | 
recommend 30 inch or larger for homemade islands. Then you will need a few 2 by 4’s anda 
set of four heavy duty wheels (2 straight and 2 locking swivels) and a few 1 by 2’s. 


Standing the cabinet upside down on the floor, measure the space inside the base from left to 
right. You will need to cut 2 of the 2 by 4’s to fit. Screw them in from the outside of the cabinet 
base. Then measure the space from front to back between the 2 by 4’s and cut 2 for the sides 
and screw them in. 


Making sure to keep the locking wheels both on the right side or the left, screw the wheels on. 
Now for the countertop. You can buy a formica top and cut it to size, or you can buy a piece of 
hardwood and make your own top. Some stores will even cut it for you. Make sure you leave 


about 1 inch all around for overhang. Be sure to sand the edges so there are no sharp corners. 


To install your countertop you first need to cut the 1 by 2’s and screw them in near the top (like 
you did with the 2 by 4’s on the bottom). For a formica countertop, you will screw up through the 
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1 by 2 into the countertop to secure it, for a wood top, you can nail it in from the top but be sure 
to countersink the nails. 


There you have it, you just built your own rolling island. 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Cleaning the deck By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Cleaning the deck 

With the warm weather coming up it’s time to start those outside projects. 

This week we will cover cleaning the deck. 

Power Washing a deck may look easy, but | don’t recommend it for the average homeowner. 
Power washers have a lot of pressure and without proper experience it is easy to splinter decks 
and cause gouges in the wood as well as damage deck paint. Although for a more general 


cleaning of the deck there is something to help the everyday homeowner. 


Most local hardware stores will carry a high pressure power washing nozzle that attaches to 
your garden hose. 


ae 


Thought this will not give you the deep cleaning that a power washer will give, it is a great 
substitute for keeping your deck clean between power washings. 


You will also need a gallon of deck power washing cleaner. Do not use regular household 
soaps. 


1- Mix in a bucket the cleaner with water. Be sure to read the mixing instructions on the cleaner, 
they do not all require the same mixture. 


2- Using a brush or a broom with a brush style head (the ones at the discount stores work well). 
Brush the deck along the length of the decking. Be sure to keep the brush well saturated with 
the cleaning mix. 
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3- Rinse thoroughly using the power washing nozzle. Start rinsing with the tip of the power 
washing nozzle about a foot away from the deck. Slowly move it closer till you get to about 6 
inches from the deck (may be a little further for older decks). If paint starts lifting or wood starts 
to splinter, move away an inch or so ata time till lifting/splintering stops. 


4- Repeat if needed. 


Note that this is a good way to maintain your deck between power washings, it is recommended 
you have your deck power washed at least once every 2 years (more if needed). If you are 
planning to paint your deck, then you should have the deck power washed, the above method 
will not properly prepare the deck for painting. 
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Clean that Chrome... 


As with most cleaning, everyone has their own little tricks that work. 
| wanted to see what ideas | came up with to clean chrome, 
here’s what | decided to share with you. 


Steel wool: 
Steel wool works great to take off some of the mild to mid range rust. Just be sure to use a little 
soap (everyday dishwashing soap works great) to help prevent scratch marks. 


Brillo: 

Owning a motorcycle and living in the Rockaways, | know what kind of rust can set in. | like 
using Brillo to get a lot of the heavy rust off from the weather. Making sure it is soaked to get full 
results of the soap in it and rubbing gently to not scratch the chrome seems to work for me. 


CLR: 
CLR is great for cleaning chrome. | recommend it for a final cleaning after using the Brillo or 
Steel Wool to get the heavy rust off. 


Online tips | found: 

1- Aluminum foil: I've seen it said that wetting aluminum foil and rubbing it on the rust will 
remove it. 

2- Vinegar: Vinegar is said to be extremely acidic and works well as a chrome cleaner. 

3- Salt and lemon juice in equal parts is said to clean light rust from chrome. 

4- Cola is said to work pretty good. | remember the days of using it to clean battery terminals on 
a car, | guess it could work on chrome too. 

5- Flour buffed into the chrome and cleaning it off with water seems to be a popular method. 
Other methods found included Cooking Spray, Dryer Sheets, Baby Wipes and so on. 
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Note: | personally have not tried the methods | found online, | am sharing them to give you more 
options to try. I’d like to hear which methods you tried and what worked best for you. 


Share Tips For 
Cleaning Chrome 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDlYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Clear Coats By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Clear Coats... 


| mention in a lot of my articles about applying a clear coat. This week I’m going to explain a 
little more about clear coats. 


In most cases | recommend MinWax products. The reason | recommend it is that it’s very easy 
to work with. It may not give you a professional finish, but it will look good when it’s done, and if 
you follow the instructions on the can, it’s almost fool proof. 


There are too many other ways to clear coat things to list in this article, | will list a few of the 
main ones. 


Shellac: Can be layered for thicker coats. But if not applied right can leave brush marks, also 
shellac is prone to get marks from hot items like hot coffee cups, hot bowls, etc. Shellac has a 
tendency to have an amber tint to it when it dries, so it’s not totally clear. 


Polyurethane: This leaves more of a thin plastic coat on your item. It comes in finishes from 
Satin to Glossy. Water based Polyurethane dries fast and remains clear when dry, the finish 
won't hold up well with heat (like with Shellac). The oil-based takes much longer to dry and 
adds a slight amber color, but holds up better to heat. 


Varnish: Varnish is normally used mostly for top coating, and is much more durable than 
Shellac or Polyurethane. Varnish also provides some protection from ultraviolet light. Varnish is 
fairly easy to apply, and will dry pretty clear. But it’s not for all uses. 


Lacquer: Lacquer will give you a deep gloss finish and is very resistant to damage. The 
drawback is that over time Lacquer can begin to discolor. Though you'll see Lacquer in stores 
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that say you can apply them with a brush, Lacquer is really supposed to be applied with a low 
pressure sprayer, which requires more ventilation as well as equipment for a proper coat. 


As | said above, these are only a few of the clear coats available. There are many more, but 
these are the most common for the general DlYer. 
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Clogged Drains 


It’s Sunday and your drain is clogged, do you call someone in to unclog it? 
In some cases yes, but there are times you can clear it yourself. 


First things to remember are don’t pour chemicals down the drain, they can harm the pipes over 
time and power snakes are for the experienced person, when used wrong they can damage the 
drain and hurt you. 


Now there are are two ways for the average homeowner to clear a drain. 

First is to use a hand snake. Hand snakes come in a cone shaped canister or as a long pole 
with a handle on one end and the snake on the other. The canister type of snake is for your tub 
and sink drains. Simply pull the snake out and slide it into the drain till there is a few inches 
between the drain and the snake. Then turn the snake clockwise as you slowly push it further 
into the drain. Once the drain is clear, just pull the snake out and feed it back into the canister. 
The hand snake with the pole is for the toilet. Having only the tip of the snake sticking out, put 
the short end of the pole into the toilet. Turning the handle clockwise work the snake into the 
toilet till the clog is cleared. Then slowly pull the snake out. 


The second way to clear a clogged drain is using a plunger. We all used a plunger at one time 
or another, but some people don't realize there is more than one kind of plunger. The best kind 
of plunger to keep in the house is a toilet plunger. Unlike a standard plunger, the toilet plunger 
has a cone shape at the end (plunger A is a standard plunger, plunger B is a toilet plunger). The 
cone on the plunger fits tightly into the bottom of the toilet to get the best seal for plunging. 
When clearing a sink or tub drain the cone folds in to allow for a tight fit and the maximum 
pressure for plunging. 
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If neither the plunger or the hand snake clears your drain it is time to call someone in to unclog it 
for you. 
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Convert A Closet... 
Here is a great DlYer project for back to school time. 


If your lucky enough to have the extra closet space, why not convert a closet into a desk/work 
station. 


There are a lot of options on how to do this, we will cover a few. 
1- First thing is to empty the closet and paint it. 


2- Now plan your desk. You can make a desk top by buying a prefab countertop and building 
supports into the closet walls, or you can make your desktop out of finished/sanded wood. 


3- Storage: The most versatile way to add storage is using rolling file cabinets. You can also use 
old wall cabinets from a kitchen or even build shelves and use baskets as drawers. 


4- Shelves: Most closets have an 8’ height, you should take advantage of that space. Shelves 
for books of miscellaneous items is a great idea, wall cabinets from a kitchen work great for 
closed in storage. 


5- Power: Most closets don’t have electric outlets in them, you can easily add outlets by running 
a power strip into the closet. 


6- Lighting: It is important to add proper lighting. A desk light works, for better lighting get under 
cabinet lights and install them above the desk area on the bottom shelf or cabinet. Be sure to 
mount the light as far out from the wall as you can to give maximum lighting on your desk. 
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7- Air: If your going to put a computer or laptop on the desk, remember they can overheat. 
Adding a small desk fan to circulate the air can make all the differences. 


8- Finishing: No matter if you used wood or cabinets for your storage, you can paint it. By 
painting it a different color than your closet walls they will add a feel of depth to your converted 
closet. Staining wood can also add a very nice effect. 
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Cordless tools vs corded. 


For this tool week we are going to look at cordless tools vs corded. 

This has been a matter of debate for years, but in the more recent years cordless has been 
taking the lead. With faster battery chargers, higher voltage tools and other upgrades through 
the years, cordless tools are much better than when they first came out. 


There will never be a substitute for the power and reliability of corded tools for certain uses, yet 
contractors and servicemen are relying more and more on cordless these days. If your using a 
miter box to cut all day, you want to be sure to have a corded one. But if your drilling holes in 
wood (or running in screws) the right cordless drill would be the way to go. 


Some of the cons of using cordless tools are: reciprocating saws, circular saws and higher 
power tools tend to drain batteries a little quicker (so you may want to buy an extra battery). 
Once your batteries are dead, work stops till they recharge. Cordless does not have the same 
power as corded tools. 


Some of the pros are: No extension cords to deal with. Today's cordless tools (of better quality) 
can deal with most everyday jobs. Cordless tools come in a much larger variety than they did in 
the past. 


You don’t want to buy a Drill Master or Cargo Freight cordless tool, but you also don’t need to 
spend a lot on Dewalt or Ridged. As a contractor | use Ryobi Plus 1 cordless set 18 volts. | find 
the battery life is pretty good, the tool quality is good, batteries charge pretty quick and best of 
all the price is good. You can get a set with a 4” circular saw, reciprocating saw, drill, 2 batteries 
and charger for about $150. You can also buy extra batteries if needed. This is a great set for 
homeowners and DlYer’s. Ryobi also sells other tools that work with the 18 volt Plus 1 batteries, 
so you can add to your tool collection while only buying as many batteries as you need. 
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A key rule of working with cordless tools, is when your working always put whatever batteries 
your not using on charge. That way they're always fully charged when you need them. Once a 
battery is fully charged, take it off charge (don’t leave it on longer than needed). 
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Cork it !! 
| thought it would be interesting to do an article on things you can do with used wine corks. 


There are so many things you can do with corks that we can only touch the surface on it in this 
article. Used corks can be found online at eBay and Amazon for a reasonable price. Most other 
materials can be found at a local hardware or craft store. 


Chair molding (the molding going around a room at chair height): A nice decorative chair 
molding can cost $10.00 a foot or more. Making your own chair molding is not only unique, but 
can cost as little as $5.00 a foot and is easy to do. 


Start off with a % round molding. Nail it to the wall (make sure it is level) at the desired height 
with the flat edge up. Take your wine corks, cut them in half (the long way) and glue them 
against the wall upright to the % round molding. Then place a second % round molding along 
the top of the corks. 


Wine tray: Start off with a piece of flat wood (‘4 inch plywood works great), cut it to the size of 
the wine tray you would like. Using a molding (flat or ’% round molding) that is slightly taller than 
the height of a cut cork, frame the edge of your flat wood. Cut your corks in half the long way 
and glue them to the surface of your flat wood filling the framed area. Get a piece of glass 
(make sure it is not too thin) to cover the top of the corked area of your wine tray and secure in 
place by gluing the edges to the molding. 


Hot plate: Cut your corks in half (height not length). Glue them together using a hot glue gun. 
You can make your hotplate square, round or into whatever shape you desire. Glue a ribbon 
around the outer edge of your hotplate to make it match your decor. 
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These are only 3 things you can do with cork, online search will reveal 100’s more ideas with 
cork. 

So next time you enjoy a bottle of wine, don’t throw the cork away. You may be using it to create 
something later. 
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Countertop Alternatives ..... 
We have all seen the standard countertops such as formica, granite, marble, etc. 


What is not so common is the custom countertops. A custom countertop is more commonly 
made of wood or concrete, but can be made of most anything if you have the right person 
working with you on it and can cost less than a high end granite countertop. 


| have made countertops out of concrete using glass chips for accent color and wood 
countertops using recycled/reclaimed wood with molding inlays, my partner has even done 
some remarkable things using pennies/coins that would work great as a countertop. 


Though custom countertops in most cases requires a professional to make it a reality, the best 
ones require a DlYer on the designing side of it 


As the designer of your countertop, the three most important things are: 1- be creative, 2- be 
realistic and 3- most importantly the only stupid idea is one not discussed with the person 
creating your countertop. 


Things that can be worked into a custom countertop include (but not limited too) old furniture, 
old glass (vases, dishes, etc), old costume jewelry, etc. the list can be endless. If you can 
design it, the right person can create it. 


Advantages of wood countertops include creativeness that can be worked into it using the right 
moldings, custom shaping, ease of working into any decor, etc. 
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Advantages of concrete countertops include extended lifespan, versatility with designs 
(patterns), ability to incorporate memorable items into your countertop (glass plates, small 
personal items, etc). 


Finishes on custom countertops most commonly are glossy but can be made into a matted or 
low gloss finish if desired. 


So as the designer of your custom countertop, take the time to think about the look you're after, 
what designs or memories you would like worked into your countertop and what you'll be happy 
with for the years to come. 
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Create with Crates... 


Most everyone has an old crate lying around filled with junk, but did you ever stop and think 
about what elese old crates can be used for? 


There are many things you can make using old crates, were going to focus on making a coffee 
table. 


1- Start off with 4 crates of the same size. Sand all sides to remove unwanted marks. 

2- Screw the crates together so the face of one meets the side of the other (see photo). Be sure 
screws are long enough to secure the crates together, and short enough to not come through 
leaving sharp points. 

3- Depending on the size of your crates, you may have a space in the center. If so, using 1 by 
2’s cut 4 pieces to frame the center for a shelf. From inside the crate, screw your 1 by 2’s 
framing in the center space, about 2 inches from the top surface. Then cut a piece of plywood 


(‘4 inch of thicker) to make a shelf and secure to the frame from the top. 


4- Turning your coffee table over, cut a piece of plywood (”% inch or thicker) to cover the bottom 
leaving about 1 inch of the crates uncovered on all sides. 


5- Put 4 wheels on the plywood each about 2 inches in from the corners and secure the crates 
to the plywood. 


6- Turn your coffee table right side up and stain to desired color and let dry thoroughly. 


7- Using a brush on Lacquer, apply 3 coats (allowing to fully dry between coats). 
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8- Enjoy entertaining guest around your new coffee table. 


Other things you can make with old crates are floating shelves, stacked shelves, seat with 
storage, end tables and more. 


\ 
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Creative things to do with wallpaper 
This is a great project for both adults and kids. 


Where to get your wallpaper: 
If your doing a big project you may need to buy a roll of wallpaper, but if your doing small 


projects, you can get samples for little to no cost. Most wallpaper stores have outdated sample 
books they will give you (or sell real cheap). Be sure to buy/get more than you need and a wide 
variety of designs. 


Here are a few things you can do with a free sample book: 


1- Make your own decorative light switch covers. 

2- Make holders for kitchen utensils, pencil holders, etc. 
3- Create a collage on doors, walls, etc. to accent a room. 
4- Create framed art. 

5- Make small gift bags. 

6- Make serving trays. 


The list is neverending. You can look online for more ideas, and don’t be afraid to get creative. 


What you'll need: 

1- The item your looking to decorate. 
2- Your wallpaper (or samples). 

3- A scissor. 

4- Wallpaper glue. 

5- A paint brush. 


How to do it?? 
1- Prep the wallpaper (cut out designs if needed). 
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2- Apply the glue lightly to the back of the wallpaper. 

3- Place the wallpaper on your project as desired. 

4- Using your hand (or something flat like a plastic scraper), work out the excess glue and make 
sure there are no bumps or ripples in the wallpaper. 

5- To add decorative cuttings, once the glue is dry, repeat steps 2 and 3. 


Most of the projects you'll find are very easy and cheap to make, some of them will make great 
gifts. 
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Creative Wine Racks... 

One of our readers asked me to do an article on Wine Racks, so here it is. 

There are many things you can make Wine Racks out of including (but not limited to) an old 
night stand, PVC pipe, recycled pallets, etc. Were going to focus on one of the easier but still 


decrotive designs. 


For a starters you will need to think about how many Wine bottles you will want on your rack 
then follow the instructions below. 


1- You will need a piece of wood (I recommend Cedar or Oak). Your wood should be 3.5” to 4” 
wide, not less than 1” thick and the length should be 5” for every bottle you are planning to have 


on it (allow an additional 8” if your going to stand one upright). 


2- Drill a 1%” hole on a 30 to 45 degree angle ever 5 inches (leaving about 8 inches of space at 
the end for a bottle to stand upright if you choose). 


3- For longer Wine Racks you may need additional support. You can make this support by 
adding an additional piece of wood the same length. Pre drilling the holes, screw your Wine 


Rack to the center of the second piece of wood. 


4- Sand your Wine Rack using an 80 grit piece of sandpaper, then again with a 120 grit 
sandpaper. 


5- Stain your Wine Rack to the color of your choice using MinWax Stain and Sealer. 


6- Protect your Wine Rack be coating it with Lacquer (brush on or spray on will both work fine). 
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7- Hang your wine rack horizontally (with the holes pointing upward) or vertically (with the holes 
pointing upward and towards the undrilled section if space was left for an upright bottle). Be 
sure to anchor your Wine Rack securely using butterfly anchors (if you can't secure into a 
beam). 


8- Insert your Wine bottles into the holes (and one upright if space was left to do so). 
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Custom Platform Bed... 


When most people hear “Platform Bed”, they think of the old fashioned beds that are just a flat 
surface with a few drawers underneath. 


Custom Platform Beds for kids and turn an ordinary kids room into an adventure. 

Some of the things that can be done beneath the bed are creating a play area, making a full 
size playhouse for girls, making a fire truck (or other type of truck) for boys, making an arts and 
crafts area, a popular one is a clubhouse, the list goes on. 


For teens, custom platform beds can add space to a room for a desk, a library or what ever 
theme the teen is into. 


For adults, custom platform beds raised as little as two feet off the floor can add much more 
storage space. If your a pet lover, a small area under the bed can be left open for a sleeping 
area for dogs or cats. 


For the more creative person, a floating platform bed may be your thing. 
On a skill level of 1 to 10 (10 being the hardest), custom platform beds are about a 10. 


Some of the key things to do if your planning to build a custom platform bed are: 

1- Decide on the mattress size your going to use (for kids beds always go one size larger). 

2- Decide on what kind of platform bed your going to build and plan it out on paper before you 
start building it. 

3- Keep in mind access. You don’t want to build a great bed and have no way to get onto it. 

4- Plan on extra weight. Keep in mind kids like to jump on beds, so make it strong enough. 

5- When in doubt, upsize. If you think you need a 2x3 to support something but aren’t sure, use 
a 2x4. The same applies with all lumber. 
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6- Research. If your adding stairs, railings, etc to your bed and are not sure how to make 100% 
safe, research it online. There is a world of information out there, take advantage of it. 

7- Remember people's taste changes. So build it leaving yourself options to alter it later if 
needed. (example: if making a clubhouse under the bed, make the walls removable). 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDlYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Do It Yourself FAILS By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Do It Yourself FAILS !!!! 


Every week | write about how to do something or how to plan for something, 
while working on this week's article | decided to do something a little different. 


Though words can't do most of these justice, | am going to list some of the better DIY fails. 

| hope you get a laugh out of this week's twist on the article. Remember someone, somewhere 
did these things. Through the years I’ve seen all of these things done, try to envision people 
doing some of these things. 


1- When restaining or painting a floor, don’t work from the edges into the center. You'll have no 
way out till it dries. 


2- When installing cabinets in a corner, don't just install cabinets from end to end. The doors 
and draws may not clear each other to open. 


3- Just because you have 3 switches together on a wall, don’t mean you can put 3 switch plates 
on them. They actually make plates for 3 switch gang boxes. 


4- When installing a ceiling fan, don’t install it without checking clearance. I’ve actually seen 
ceiling fans that couldn't turn without being stopped by hitting something. 


5- Ladders are there to help, don’t put the ladder on boxes or tables for additional height. Get 
the right size ladder. 


6- When installing a door for a small room, don’t install it without checking clearance. I’ve see 
doors that hit sinks and vanities. 
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7- When installing wall to wall countertop in a bathroom, don’t install it tight to the toilet top. 
More than once I’ve seen a granite countertop tight to the toilet and couldn't lift the tank lid to 
service the toilet. 


8- When working on a ladder installing something, don’t install it through the rungs of the ladder. 
When | seen this one done, | just had to stand there and not say a thing, the look on the 
person's face when they realized what they did was priceless. 


9- When installing a toilet, don’t install it without clearance in front. That is unless you like 
banging your knees on the wall every time you use it or don’t want tall people using your toilet. 


| hope some of these made you laugh or reminded you of something you seen. 
Next week, we will get back to our normal article. 
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Don’t get in over your head 


With over 30 years in the Home Improvement business | have found that the biggest issue | run 
into is people not properly planning for cost. 


No matter if your a DlYer or hiring someone to do the work for you, before you start a project 
know what the cost are. 


Some business’ will include the material with their estimate, understand when doing so, they 
(understandably) figure in extra to cover themselves. Other business’ will price jobs for labor 
only (price is plus material), in doing so they can give you a lower price, this protects them 
incase material cost run over. As a DlYer, you may not fully understand all the material involved 
and the unforeseen material can add up real fast. 


No matter if your hiring someone to do the work or doing it yourself, | found a website that can 
help (homewyse.com). Their online (free) calculator will help you to figure out everything from 
material alone to overall cost (including labor) if your hiring someone to do the work. 


As a contractor, | have used this service many times as a reference and found their pricing to be 
pretty accurate and | encourage my customers to compare my prices with theirs. This will help 
you with the main cost for the main portion of your projects. 


Understanding the extras: 


If your tackling big projects, understand that there are usually extras that will come up. 

For example if your remodeling a bathroom, it is not uncommon to run into unforeseen plumbing 
and/or electrical repairs. Even on small projects, something as simple as cutting a piece of wood 
or paneling can add on the cost. Remember no body is perfect and anyone (even an 
experienced contractor) can make a mistake when cutting once in awhile. So on every project 
(big or small) add on a few dollars to your allowance to allow for the unforeseen. 
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So when planning your budget for your project(s), it is always best to add on 25% for extra. It is 
better to have a few dollars left after than be spending more than you had budgeted. 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Door shelves By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Door shelves... 
One of the many uses for old wood doors is making shelves. 


For most door shelves you will need a wood door with panels. 
| find doors with long horizontal panels works best. 


For more of an antique look, leave all the old hardware on the door and keep the 
worn/distressed look. 


1- Step one is the crucial part, using a jig saw or small (3 % inch) circular saw carefully cut the 
panels out making sure not to cut into the framing of the door. These panels will become your 
shelves. 


2- Keeping the length, cut the depth (the smaller side) of the panels. Keeping the first shelf the 
full depth for the bottom shelf, cut each additional shelf 1 ’% shorter on the depth than the shelf 
below it working your way up. 


3- Cut 1”x 2”s, 2 inches shorter than the shelves length. Attach the 1”x2”s to the backside of 
your door centered on the opening where your shelves will be mounted using 1 %” screws. 


4- Attach your shelves to the door starting with the deepest on the bottom working your way up 
to the smallest on top. 


5- Though it is not shown in the photo, | recommend adding rear supports for your shelves. You 
can do this by adding an angle bracket from the center of each shelf to the wall. Also be sure to 
anchor the top of your shelf set up to the wall. 


6- If you would like to make your shelf free standing (does not require attached to the wall), you 
will need to first stand it against the wall to get a true height . Cut 3 1”x2”s the height from the 
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top of the shelf to the floor (against the wall). Attach 1 at either end on the rear of your shelf and 
one in the center. Attach all 3 of your supports to each shelf. 


7- Add a finishing touch to your shelf be coating it with Minwax Wipe-On Poly Clear Coat. 
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Dressing up a dresser... 


There are many ways to convert a dresser, one of the things | like doing is turning it into a TV 
stand or a piece for the living area. If your brave enough to take on a project like this, here are a 
few tips to help you get started. 


1- Wood dressers are always better to work with, if you have an old dresser in storage or a 
dresser with sentimental value, that’s a great place to start. If not, shop thrift shops, they usually 
have dressers that are good to work with. 


2- Removing a drawer and adding a shelf is simple enough, but removing a few drawers to 
make a larger opening can be tricky. Always use the right tools to cut out supports so that you 
don’t damage the adjacent supports. 


3- Change the hardware (handles and knobs). After giving your dresser a new life with your 
makeover, don’t take away from the look with old hardware. 


4- When painting your dresser, always use a good quality enamel furniture paint. Skimping on 
paint will take away from the look of your final product. 


5- Adding a little molding or decorative wood trim can accent the right piece. So take the time to 
see what's available that would be to your liking. 


6- When planning your dresser makeover, plan ahead. If your using baskets for pull out storage 
or anything along those lines, get them before you start. 


7- Most of all, be creative. Your dresser makeover is going to be a unique design, let it show 
your creative side. After all, it’s now a one of a kind. 
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prrerssit! 
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Floating bookshelf 


Even though everyone is out enjoying these nice summer days, there are those days you just 
want to sit inside and enjoy the A/C. Here is a small project you can do while hiding from the 
heat. A floating bookshelf, this is a simple project but happens to be one of my favorites. 


Mairon Lior who resides in New York won several awards for his work and one of the things he 
designed is the Umbra Conceal Floating Bookshelf (you can find it on Amazon for about $15) 


Lior’s floating bookshelf allows you to showcase your books as floating works of art. 
Just mount this bracket to the wall, slip your book on and add more books to the stack. 


Keep in mind that books are heavy when stacked, so you need to be sure to mount the bracket 
to a beam. | wouldn’t recommend stacking more than 6 large books or 8 small books per 
bracket. For more of an effect, you could use multiple mounts and stagger them or arrange 
them around your living space in a way that expresses your personality. 

| have also seen these used with only one or two books and a mini bust of the author on the 
books. If that is something you like, you can find bust of Shakespeare, Mark Twain and more 
online at reasonable prices. 
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Floating desk 


With living space being at a premium here is a way to save space. 
No matter if you have a floating desk built to suite your needs, order one online or build your 
own, it makes a perfect space saving place for the kids to do their homework or to do your bills. 


Floating desk come in a large variety of sizes, shapes, colors and styles. 
The average one you find online requires assembly and needs to be mounted to the wall. 
If you have one custom built for you, it will usually come with installation. 


Things to consider: 

1- Do you want a desk with a fold up front (desk area) or open front. 

2- Do you need adjustable shelves. 

3- How large of a work area do you need. 

4- How much weight will be on the desk. 

5- Will you be using a wall mounted monitor that you will need your desk to fit around. 


A few notes on building your own floating desk for The DlYer’s out there. 

1- Don’t skimp: Use a good quality shelving wood. Using cheaper wood can cause warping and 
sagging in the desk over time. 

2- Take your time: Whether you're putting on the finish coat or putting in the first screw, taking 
your time will help ensure a good final product. 

3- Plan for more: Build your desk allowing for a little more space, storage, etc than you think 
you'll need, that little extra will prove useful down the line. 

4- Research: Everyone's needs are different, research your desk to make sure your building a 
desk that will suite your needs both now and in the future. 


| have put together a set of 3 basic plans for building your own floating desk. 

If your planning on building your own, email me at rocktimesdiy@gmail.com (please put in the 
subject line “Floating Desk”) requesting a copy. 

Though the plans are very basic, they will give you a good starting point. 
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Floating desk plans 


Here are 3 basic plans for Floating Desks 
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Total Product Weight: 63Ibs 


Total Weight Capacity: 901 
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Frosted glass..... 


Frosted glass otherwise known as privacy glass is commonly used for bathroom windows, 
entrance door windows, etc. but not all windows come with the glass frosted. 


Growing up | remember the film you put on the windows to make them frosted, but these days 
there are ways that allow you to get more creative than the film of the old days. 


Glass frosting spray is the best for the creative DlYer. It comes in a verity of colors or you can 
get it in the standard clear. 


One way you can get creative when spraying glass frosting is to use tape to make a pattern on 
the glass before you spray it, then carefully remove the tape before the frosting dries. 


Another way is you can use stencils. Stencils sounds like more work, but it’s actually simple. 
First off, find a stencil you like (craft stores usually have a good variety). 


You can either have someone hold the stencil in place or you can tape it. 
Now this is an old painter's secret, so don’t tell anyone.... 


With the stencil in place, put some vaseline on your finger and generously wipe it into the 
pattern of your stencil. 


Carefully remove the stencil and repeat for multiple applications. Be sure not to touch the area 
where you applied the vaseline. 


Spray the glass frosting and allow to dry thoroughly. Once it dries, clean the glass and the 
frosting will wipe away where the vaseline was (paint and sprays do not adhere to 
something/somewhere that is coated with vaseline). 
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Note: Be sure to tape off and/or cover any/all areas you do not want the frosting. As with all 
sprays, there will be a lot of over spray. When frosting something that is indoors, it is advisable 
to cover an area about 3 feet (or more) surrounding the area you will be spraying. 
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Give your bathroom a new look for less 


(this article was written for online use, the online version with active links is available on my website) 


Whether your renting or a homeowner looking to give your bathroom a makeover, there 
is no reason to break the bank while doing so. 

Bathrooms are the second most important rooms in the house when thinking about 
upgrades (kitchens being #1). They are also the only room that almost everyone that 
visits your house/apartment will use. 

The photo is a bathroom we dressed up for a customer. 


By changing a 
vanity, adding a 
floating shelf 
and painting, 
then topping it 
off with 
wainscoting 


(adding molding 
to dress it up), 
we gave this 
bathroom a 
totally new and 
updating look. 
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This week | am going to give you the basics. For detailed instructions on installing some 
of the upgrades below click here to follow “TDS DlYer’”, | will be covering these topics 
and more in my weekly articles. 





1- Vanity: A vanity is easy to change and as one of the focal points of the bathroom. 
But when picking a vanity, be smart in choosing a new one. Plan on the overall look that 
you’re going for but also buy something that will allow for future changes (paint color, 
tile, etc.). Steer away from pedestal sinks, they offer no storage and are more difficult to 
install. 


2- Toilets: In most cases toilets can be cleaned up to look like new (applying a coat of 
marine wax will help keeping it clean). Changing the toilet seat is a quick and easy way 
to make it look better. When picking your toilet seat, stay away from cushioned seats, 
they don’t last as long as solid seats. Be sure to get one with a non-slamming lid, you'll 
be glad you did. 


3- Paint: Painting is simple, or is it. lf you use the wrong paint you will be repainting 
your bathroom real soon. For walls use either a good quality semi-gloss or a bathroom 
paint. For radiators use rust-oleum. 


4- Floating shelves: Floating shelves are a little more difficult to install than shelves with 
brackets, but they give a much better appearance and provide a great place to add 
small item that will give your bathroom a personal feeling. 


5- Wall coatings: As you see in the photo above, we used wainscoting. | particularly like 
the wainscoting. And it comes in a variety of styles and can be painted to match your 
color scheme. Buy keeping it at a height of about 36 inches, it will give your bathroom 
the appearance of being larger. 


6- Accessories: No matter if its towel bars, grab bars or soap dishes, a new set of 
accessories will accent any bathroom. 


7- Tub and sink refinishing: If your DlYer skill level is 8 or above (on a scale of 1 to 10), 
this is something you can try. Just be sure to follow the instructions on the kit you buy 
(different kits may have different application instructions). If your skill level is 7 or below, 
do not attempt to refinish your tub or sink. Call someone in to do it for you. 
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| hope these pointers helped you out with giving your bathroom a new look. Don’t forget 
to follow “TDS DlYer” for detailed instructions for any upgrades you may need a little 
more guidance with. 


For a list of recommended products from this and past articles, click here or visit our 
links page at http://rockawayshandyman.vpweb.com/links 


With over 30 years experience in the home improvement field, Artie Wallace (owner of 
Rockaways Handyman) can help you with most of your DIY questions. For more 
information about Artie Wallace or Rockaways Handyman, visit his website at 
RockawaysHandyman.com, like him on Facebook at 


Facebook.com/RockawaysHandyman, 
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Glues and adhesives 


Glue and adhesives is kind of a sticky subject (pardon the pun). Everyone you ask has their own 
experiences and preferences, and no one answer is right. Although glueing may sound too 
simple to focus an article on, sometimes it’s the simplest things that need the most focus. 


There are many different glues and adhesives on the market today and almost as many ways to 
apply them. No matter if your doing a small craft project or a large home repair project, using the 
right glue or adhesive for the job is very important. 


As an example, Liquid Nail comes in over a dozen varieties. Using the wrong type of Liquid Nail 
to glue up a tub surround will end up with a reaction that will eventually cause the Liquid Nail to 
eat it’s way through the surround. 


Another example is epoxies, not all epoxies will adhere to all materials. 


The material your trying to glue, temperature, moisture, condition of surfaces are only a few 
factors that determine what type of glue to use for a project. 


As a general rule, when glueing 2 things together both surfaces should be clean and dust free, 
there should be minimal moisture in the surfaces, items should be left undisturbed until glue is 
100% dry (always allow a little more drying time then instructions recommend). Most of all, 
make sure your using the right glue for the surfaces your trying to adhere. 


Another thing to keep in mind, different adhesives require different methods for cleanup. Some 
clean with water, some with mineral spirits, etc. So always prepare to have the necessary 
materials available for cleanup. 


As simple as it may seem to glue to items together, take a few minutes and google the glueing 
process (example: how to glue fabric to wood). You may find to do it properly it takes a few 


Glues and adhesives By Artie Wallace 


more steps than you thought. You can also email me at the address below for a glue reference 
chart. 


With the cooler temperatures getting close, next week we will cover maintaining your heating 
system. 
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Goal Setting..... 


| hope everyone had a very Happy and Healthy New Year's Eve, 
| would like to thank everyone for the great following in 2016 and | look forward to bringing you 
another year of “The DlYer”. 


Now it’s time to kick off 2017 on the right foot. 


In most of my articles | refer to planning ahead, things you will need and so on. 
Planning your projects can be just as important. 


Let’s start off with the basics: 

1- Make a list of the DIY projects you would like to complete in the year to come. 

2- For seasonal items, plan to start them earlier enough to have them ready for the season to 
come, allowing a little extra time just incase needed. 

3- When planning your projects for the year to come, be sure to plan within your skill level. 

4- When planning ahead, you should also consider workspace, supplies and tools needed. 


Preparing for a project that is on your list: 
1- Research your project 1 month before starting it. The more you research it, the better it will 


come out. 

2- Have all supplies and tools needed at least 2 weeks before your ready to start your project. 
Waiting till the last minute can cause delays. 

3- Have your work space ready 2 weeks prior to starting. If you need to clean up the garage for 
a bigger project, have it done and ready. 


Seek out advice: 
If you're having trouble researching your project or are having questions that you can't find 
answers to, ask your friends. 
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Remember, the only stupid question is one not asked. 


Take pride: 
| often tell people to send in their pictures of completed projects. 


Let’s make 2017 the year it happens. When you complete a project, send in a photo and (if you 
would like) a little about the project (how you did it, why you chose that project, etc). 

| will not be able to use every photo or project successes story in a article, but | will do my best 
to give it no less than a mention in a future article. 
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How to hire 


When having a project done start to finish the rules on how to hire are simple, references, price, 
availability and most important is the impression you get when meeting someone you're thinking 
about hiring. We can cover hiring someone to do a job in the future, for now we are going to 
focus on the DlYer and how to hire and what to hire for. 


First rule for a DlYer is know your limits. If you take on projects that are out of your league, it 
can cost a lot more to have someone come in and fix your mess ups. 


Now you may need someone to come in and do the parts of your projects that you can’t handle. 
This is where you need to know how to hire. This is a tough topic to cover in a limited space, so 
| will cover the basics. 


Don't hesitate to call around and ask if the handyman or contractor is willing to come in for part 
of the job. Before you hire someone take the time to look at their website and facebook page, 
find out a little about who your hiring. Ask around to see if your friends used them or heard 
about them. Anyone doing this kind of work will have their own tools and truck or vehicle to 
work with. 


Don’t hire a DlYer for hire to help you with your DlYer project, make sure your hiring someone 
with experience or it will cost you more in the long run. 


Most important thing is hire someone local. Sure keeping it local is a great rule in general, but 
when hiring someone to do part of a job for you it is a must. Just try getting someone from 45 
minutes away to come back for 5 minutes worth of work. 


My final word of advice would be don’t be fooled by titles. Title of Contractor sounds like they 
only do big jobs, that is not always the case. Some of them are very happy to come in for the 
small jobs. Title of Handyman sounds like a jack of all trades, but that is seldom the case. A lot 
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of handymen are retired contractors and have many years experience. So titles are only words, 
reputation is everything. 


TIPS 
For choosing the 
right contractor 
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Interior home checklist 


Each item on this list will be given (1) one of (4) four ratings, 1 (Good), 2 (Repair), 3 (Replace) or N/A 
(Does not apply to this home). 


All rooms: 


Light fixtures operational 

Light switches operational 

Hairline cracks on walls and/or ceilings 
Caulking around windows and doors 
Squeaky floors 

Visible mold or mildew 

Moisture stains on walls or ceilings 
Doors open and close properly 

Door knobs and locks working properly 


$000) OY Ot On 


Bathrooms: 


Toilet sweating 

Toilet leaking or running continuously 

Shower fiberglass or plastic cracked 

Ceramic tile loose or missing grout 

Caulking around fixtures in bathtub and shower 
Chipped enamel 

Bathroom lights operational 

Bathroom exhaust fan operational 
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. Bathroom Jacuzzi tub motor functional 
10. GFCI outlets present 
11. Faucets working properly, no leaks 
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12. Shower body working properly, no leaks 


Kitchen: 
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Kitchen counter undamaged 

Kitchen sink undamaged, no rust 

Kitchen sink plumbing operational, no leaks 

LQC split receptacle electrical outlets or GFCI outlets present and working properly 
Appliances working properly 

Flooring free from cracks, chips, etc. 


Windows: 
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Casement windows crank and hardware present and working 
Windows open and close easily 

Moisture and mildew on inside surface of window and frame 
Moisture between thermo-pane windows 

Glass intact and no cracks 


Basement 
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Stairs and handrail in good condition 
Floor crack-free 

Walls crack-free 

Ceilings stain and crack-free 

No moisture or mildew smell 

No sign of rodent or insect damage 
Light switches and fixtures operational 
Laundry tub clean and crack-free 
Laundry plumbing not leaking 


10. Laundry appliances working properly 


Crawl space: 


Attic: 
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Easily accessible 

Adequate Ventilation 

Insulated 

No mildew, mold or moisture 
Free from rodents and/or insects 


Easily accessible 
Insulation 
Weather-stripped 
Ventilation 


Interior home checklist By Artie Wallace 


5. 
6. 


Exhaust ducts present (for bathroom and kitchen vents) 
Free from rodents and/or insects 


Heating & Air Conditioning: 
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Furnace operational, clean 

No smell of gas in the home 

No sign of rust or water stains on furnace 
Humidifier — operational 

Electronic air cleaner 

Computerized thermostat functional 

Air conditioner, no sign of leaks or moisture 
Air conditioner working properly 


Miscellaneous: 


1 
2 
3 
4. 
5, 
6 
7 
8 
9 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 


Electrical system meets current code 
Smoke detectors 

Carbon monoxide detectors 

Gas fireplace pilot light functional 

Any fireplaces or stoves functional 
Asbestos pipe wrap on hot water systems, boilers or heat ducts 
Floor joists 

Main structural beams and walls intact 
Wood Rot 

Dry Rot 

Asbestos (was used in older homes) 
Asbestos vinyl flooring 

Asbestos insulation 

Hot water heater functional 


Interior home checklist By Artie Wallace 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 
Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 





??? in the attic By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


??? in the attic 


You read the headline right, “??? in the attic’. Now let's take a few minutes to think about just 
what you could find in the attic. 


If you have an attic in your house it is likely that your not going up there and inspecting it too 
often. But you should be checking it at least twice a year. Here are just a few things you should 
be looking for: 


Openings: We all know that birds, squirrels and other animals work their way into attics. What 
most people don’t think of is this is a common problem in the winter as well as in the summer. 

Just as people are looking to get out of the cold, so are the animals and small openings in the 

eves are a common way for them to get in. 


Wet spots and water stains: Roofs and siding don’t last forever, sometimes water or moisture 
can work it’s way through and you will see wet spots and water stains. This has the potential of 
causing wood to rot, mildew to build up and it can breed insects. Another caution is with snow 
build up during the winter, as the snow melts the water don’t always drip off the roof. Sometimes 
it can build up behind lower snow that hasn’t melted and puddel, slanted roofs are not designed 
to keep out puddling water. 


Insulation: Making sure your attic insulation is in good shape can save on your utility bills year 
round. Insulation should be fluffy, flattened insulation should be replaced. Fiberglass insulation 
should not have hard spots in it. If you see spots that are hardened, this is a sign that it got wet 
so look around for other possible signs of water leaks or wet spots. 


Air vents: Most attics have air vents, on older houses they are usually on the front and rear 
attic walls, on newer houses, they may be built into the peak or there may be a vent going 
through the roof itself. Make sure the vents are clear for proper air flow. Blockage of air vents 
can cause stagnant air and moisture buildup leading to other problems. 
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Smell: If you smell an odor in your attic, this is usually a sign of mold buildup, leaks or animals. 
So look for signs of these three things if you smell an odor in the attic. 


These are the 5 most common things to check for in your attic. There is more that can be 
checked for like termites, open electrical boxes, abandoned wires, seals on duct work, etc. 
When you're ready to check these, you may want to call a handyman or contractor. 
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It’s getting cooler out.. 


As the temperature starts to drop people think about things like drafts coming in door’s, covering 
A/C units, air leaking in around windows, but not everyone thinks about garage doors. 


A lot of houses have garages attached to the house, and that cool air in the garage makes it 
harder to heat the house. Insulating your garage door can help with your heating bill more than 
you think. 


A important thing you need to think about is weight. Insulation adds weight to the door and 
makes it harder to lift, it also puts extra stress on garage door openers. So only use light weight 
insulation. | recommend using the foam insulation boards with the foil on both sides. 


For garage doors with exposed frames on the inside, the task is simple. Cut the insulation 
boards to fit snug between the framing and fit it in. You can even use strips of the insulation 
board to fill the depth of the frames and help hold your boards in place. 


Vinyl and wood doors take a little more work. Cut the boards to fit over the panels. Secure them 
using screws with washers. Be sure that the screws are not too long, you don’t want them to go 
through the door. 


If you're still getting air leaking in between the door panels, you can attach a strip of vinyl about 
6 inches wide to the door above, do not attach to the bottom door to allow free movement. 


Another important thing to check is the weather stripping. On the outside of the garage door 
there are moldings with weather stripping that keep the air from coming in around the sides and 
the top of the door. Check them for wear and replace if needed. 


This is a low cost investment and you will feel the differences in rooms above and around the 
garage. 
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Keeping warm on those cool nights 
The nights are starting to get cooler, here are a few tips on how keep it a little warmer. 


If your having drafts coming in the windows and don’t want the ugly look of plastic over the 
windows, try removable caulk (| recommend Seal N Peel) if you can’t find it at the local 
hardware store, try Amazon or other online shopping services. 


With removable caulk be sure to only caulk the outer seams that your looking to seal, not the 
inner or you will have trouble opening the windows come spring time. 


Stopping those drafts from around the doors can be just as easy. Drafts from under the bottom 
of the door are most common. The proper door sweep will help stop those drafts. For door with 
a large gap, use a sweep with a larger rubber bottom edge, go to a smaller rubber for smaller 
gaps. For doors with a tight gap that is still allowing drafts, use a door sweep with a brush like 
edge. Don't forget to add door insulation around the door frame if needed. 


Through the wall air conditioners are very well known for drafts. Using a thin styrofoam board, fill 
any large gaps around the sides of the A/C, also tape or caulk as needed. You can also reduce 
the drafts by placing a sheet of styrofoam over the face of the A/C then cover with plastic and 
tape it into place (including all edges that may allow air leak). 


For drafts where pipes run under sinks or through walls, remember “Great Stuff’ is great stuff. 
Great stuff is a foam insulation, do not spray too much in holes, it will expand. Great stuff 
requires water (or dampness) to fully cure, so when using it in a very dry space, mist it using 
water and a spray bottle for best results. You can cut any excess away using a small hand saw 
or a blade from a hacksaw (be sure to use gloves so you do not to cut yourself). Remember, 
Great Stuff is permanent, so do not use it in areas you will want it removed later (use the 
removable caulk for those areas). 
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Keep warm and have a happy and safe holiday season. 
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Keeping Your Drains Clean 


(this article was written for online use, the online version with active links is available on my website) 


Would you like to save money on expensive drain cleaning services? 
In this article, | will take you on a journey through a drain pipe and help you to 


prevent expensive clogs. 


Why do drain pipes clog? 

Most drain clogs are caused by 1 of 3 reasons. 

1- Things flushed down toilets that are too large for the drain pipes. 

2- Food or other large items going in the drain that get caught up and clog the 
drain. 


3- Build up in the drain lines. 


What you can do to prevent drain clogs: 
For clogs caused be 1 & 2 above, simply use screens on (tub and sink) drains 
and avoid flushing paper towels or other large items down the drains. 


Visit my links page for recommended screens. 
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For the 3rd thing on our list (Build up in the drain lines), maintaining your drains 
on a regular basis will help prevent most build up (See maintaining your drain 


pipes below). 


Let's take a look at how buildup occurs in drain pipes.: 

After taking a bath you have seen the soap scum that builds up on the walls of 
the tub. That same soap scum builds up in your pipes and over time narrows the 
opening for water to flow through. Eventually that buildup can fully close the 
opening causing clogs. As the opening narrows it also increases the chance for 
food, hair and other things to get caught and block up the pipes. Maintaining your 
drain pipes will not stop the buildup 100%, but it will prevent it from becoming a 


clog. 


Take a journey down a drain pipe: 

Let’s take a journey down a well maintained drain pipe. 

In video 1, you can see what was originally a smooth wall pipe and how the 
build up has coated the pipe walls. About 40 seconds you see little spots moving 
around. Those spots are the soap scum floating in the stagnant water that is in 
the trap under your sink or tub. 

(click here to view video 1) 

In video 2, you get a little better view of how it floats there till it clings to the pipe 
walls. 


(click here to view video 2) 


In image 1, you get a still view of the buildup on the pipe walls. 


Note: The video’s and photo are not super clear due to the type of endoscope 
used, but they give you a good idea of how the build up occurs. 


Videos and photo are courtesy of Rockaways Handyman. 
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How to prevent buildup and maintain your pipes: 

Maintaining your pipes is one of the easiest household chores you will have to 
do, and it can save you a lot of money over time. 

Caution, most drain cleaners contain harmful chemicals. 

The best thing to use for preventive maintenance is Enzyme cleaners, they cling 
to the buildup on the pipe walls and breaking it down. 

Simply pour 4 to 6 ounces in each drain before you go to bed, once a month and 


let it do the rest. 


For a list of recommended products to maintain your drain, visit our links page at 


http://rockawayshandyman.vpweb.com/links 


With over 30 years experience in the home improvement field, Artie Wallace 
(owner of Rockaways Handyman) can help you with most of your DIY questions. 
For more information about Artie Wallace or Rockaways Handyman, visit his 
website at RockawaysHandyman.com, like him on Facebook at 


Facebook.com/RockawaysHandyman 
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Keeping your dryer vent clean and safe 


Buildup in a dryer vent can easily start a fire, it can also cause the lint to back up into your dryer 
and cost expensive repair bills to have the dryer opened and cleaned. The photo below supplied 
by my friend Tom of Tom's Appliance Repairs in Chicago shows how bad the lint can back up 
into your dryer. This kind of lint backup in your dryer can easily cause a fire in the unit. 


| find it is most commonly recommended to have your dryer vent cleaned at least once a year, 
however for dryers with heavy use | would recommend twice a year. 


To properly clean your vent, you will need to remove the vent from the rear of the dryer and 
check that there is no back up into the unit. Then using a vent brush, clean out the vent hose. 
For longer runs, you may need to open the vent line and clean it from more than one point. 


If the dryer vent line is so badly coated that you can’t clean it or if it is kinked and/or restricting 
the flow of the lint, replace the vent line. 


Be sure to check where the vent exits the house. Make sure it is free from lint and properly 
covered to prevent small animals and birds from getting in. A screened vent cover is highly 
recommended. 


If moving the dryer is too much for you or the outside vent is too high for you to clean properly, it 
is time to call someone in to do it for you. Should you find the lint already backed up into your 
dryer, don’t take chances. Call someone in to remove the covers from the dryer and properly 
clean it. 


Remember, there are over 15,000 fires a year in the US due to lint build up in dryer vents and 
dryers. Don’t risk your home and family over something that can easily prevented. 
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Kitchen a facelift. 


At some point most people think about redoing their kitchen, but not everyone has the funds 
available to do a complete rip out and new kitchen. Not to worry, there are alternatives. 


One of the alternatives | recommend to my customers is what | like to call a kitchen facelift. 
A kitchen face lift cost far less than a completely new kitchen, the savings of not buying new 
cabinets alone can be as much as 50% of the cost of a new kitchen. 


When giving your kitchen a facelift there are a few key things to consider. 
1- A new countertop, sink and faucet is always a plus. 


2- Your cabinets, if they are old looking or warn you may want to consider painting them. With 
proper painting on your old cabinets they will not look like new, but they will look much fresher 
with a clean and even look throughout. For wood cabinets you could consider restaining them, 
there are many types of stain available that will help your cabinets look great. 


3- The walls... Most of the time a paint job is not enough, you may have to smoothen out any 
rough spots in the walls and spackle any holes. Make sure your walls are properly prepared. It 
would be a shame to put the work into the kitchen and have the walls looking like you just threw 
some paint on them. Finished walls can make all the difference. 


4- Let's not forget the backsplash. If you decide on a formica countertop, why not formica the 
wall behind it and make it all match? It would give it a nice finished look. 


5- Appliances are a big cost of new kitchens. If your stove and fridge are in good shape, simply 
upgrading things like your microwave, toaster oven and coffee maker can bring it all together. 
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6- Picking colors, yes this is one of the most important things about giving your kitchen a facelift. 
Make sure the color you chose for your walls accent your countertop and cabinets. The color 
can easily be what brings it all together. 

7- Last but certainly not least, the floor. It’s time to get rid of that linoleum floor that was the “in” 
thing in the 70’s. Consider a new tile floor, another popular choice is laminate wood floor or 
stone look flooring. Though most people will not notice walking into a room with an older floor, 
most people will notice walking into a room with a fresh new floor. 


Well there you have it, the basics of giving your kitchen a facelift. 
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Last minute gift for the DlYer in your life... 


If your like most people, your still doing your holiday shopping. If there is a DIYer on your list, let 
me help you with a few gift ideas. 


Excluding the obvious gift card, | put together a list of the top 10 that | would recommend. 


1- Ryobi drill bit set. I've seen these on sale recently starting at $9.99 and up. A set with a good 
assortment and/or duplicate size bits (drill bits always dull and break) makes a great gift. 


2- Flashlight set. They sell sets with multiple size flashlights or you can buy an assortment of 
sizes and/or styles. A serious DlYer would appreciate a gift like this. 


3- A set of hammers. That's right, there are different hammers for different things so be sure to 
have a salesperson help you find the right hammers for the type of projects your DlYer does. | 
prefer EastWing. They are well balanced and built to last. 


4- Cordless tool set. | highly recommend the 18 volt Ryobi Plus +1 set. They have good power 
and are long lasting. I’ve seen a set with the circular saw, reciprocating saw, drill, flashlight, 2 
batteries and a charger last week on sale for $129.99 


5- Level and speed square. They go hand and hand when working on a project. Together the 
set is can run you about $25 


6- Orbital sander. If your DIYer does ane wood work, he/she would appreciate this. For about 
$50, you can’t go wrong. 


7- Power miter saw. For the heavy duty DlYer, this could be a great gift, but stay with the name 
brands on this one. 
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8- Leatherman multitool. This is a good tool for most DlYers. A decent one will start at about 
$30 


9- Hands free level (laser level). Though | wouldn’t want this to be my only level, | can’t 
remember a time that | didn’t own one. 


10- Stud finder. A good quality stud finder can be a great asset in many DlYer projects. 


| wish everyone and their families a very Happy and Healthy Holiday, and thank you for 
following along with The DlYer each week. 
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Laundry Room Dressup... 


Most people complain that there is never enough storage or counter (folding) space in a laundry 
area. Here are a few ideas that may help. 


Counter Space: 

If you have some spare space in your laundry room/area, adding a little counter space is easy. 
Places like Home Depot and Lowes sells prefab countertops that need to be cut to length. 
These countertops are highly recommended because their low cost, they don't damage easy if 
they get wet or detergent spills on them and they are easy to clean. 


Storage: 

For lower storage you can shop around for some low cost kitchen base cabinets. They make 
great storage space, easy to clean and are decorative. Best of all they are just the right size if 
you're going to use a prefab countertop. 


Wall storage: 

Some people like shelves, personally | like adding kitchen wall cabinets. They add shelving 
space while keeping things closed in so not to be an eyesore. You can also get them to match 
the base cabinets. 


Hamper: 

After determining how big of a hamper you need, you can buy a kitchen base cabinet and 
convert it into a pull out hamper. The ideal way to convert it would be to remove the shelves, 
build a box out of %” or “2” plywood to fit inside, mount your box using good quality pull out 
rollers. Take the hinges off the door and mount the door to the wood box. Now instead of 
swinging open, the door will pull out to give access to the hamper. 


Hanging area: 
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If your lucky enough to have a large laundry area, Home Depot sells pre made open shelves 
and hanging sections (look in their storage area isle). You can also mount a rod to the bottom of 
wall cabinets allowing closed in storage above your hanging items. 


In a future article | will cover how to make some of these things using old furniture or 
reclaimed/recycled wood. 
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Leather & wood shelves 


This week we're going to work on shelves made with leather straps (or old leather belts) and 
wood. 


To start off you will need the wood, | recommend using a 2 by 6 or 2 by 8. Cut it to desired 
length. Though some people may prefer the raw wood look, | suggest staining the wood with 
MinWax. MinWax comes in many colors, so you get to choose something that will go with the 
room your shelf is being hung in. 


Then you need leather strap (or 2 old leather belts). Measure in 2 inches on your wood and 
mark a line for the leather. Leaving about 10 inches excess, nail your belt to the bottom side of 
your wood shelf. Short roofing nails work best. After doing this to the left and right side of the 
bottom, your ready to hang your shelf. 


Using an anchor secure the end of your first 10 inch strip of leather to the wall. With the shelf 
hanging flat against the wall, raise the second 10 inch strap till the shelf is level, then secure 
your second strap to the wall. For the front strap, you will want to raise it till your shelf is level 
and secure it about 2 inches above the first strap. Cut any excess from your strap. Repeat this 
for your second strap. 


If your shelf is going to be 3 feet or longer, add a third strap in the center. However 2 or 3 
shorter shelves (one above the other) may give a nicer look than one long shelf. You can even 
stagger a few shelves across the wall if you want the get real creative. 
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Magnetic walls 
Remember when you were a kid and had that magnetic board and letters to play with? 


Why not take those ideas into today's world? Now you can. Weather it’s a wall in the kids room, 
a space over your desk or in the kitchen to post recipes. 


To start off you will need to prep the wall by filling any holes and making sure the surface is 
clean. 
Then tape off the area or wall you are going to paint. 


Using Rustoleum Magnetic Paint primer apply 5 to 6 coats of paint. It paints on just like regular paint 
using a roller and brush. 


Then paint with the color of your choice. For kids room you may consider painting it with chalkboard 
paint, making a wall into a magnetic chalkboard. 


For kitchens it is a great idea for the wall space between the counter and wall cabinets. 
Consider the magnets on your refrigerator, some of them may be of more use or look better just 
over the counter. 


It also works great for above a desk or in a work space. The uses are only limited by your 
imagination and creativeness. 
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Maintaining your grill 


Memorial day weekend has always been known for barbecuing, so what better time of year to 
think about maintaining your grill? 


With proper maintenance your grill will give you lots of fun and safe barbecues. The three main 
steps to maintaining your grill are general maintenance, annual maintenance and safety. 


Start off with your annual maintenance: 

1- Be sure to give your grill a thorough cleaning the beginning and end of every season. 

2- Mixing equal amounts of white vinegar and water in a spray bottle, coat the inside of your grill 
and let sit closed for an hour. Then brush and wipe with a clean cloth. 

3- Clean the grate with dishwashing soap or oven cleaner. Be sure not to get oven cleaner on 
anything but the grate, it can damage the finish on other surfaces. 

4- Remove any rust from the exterior of your grill using steel wool and paint with high temp paint 
made for grills. 


Now lets take care of the general maintenance: 

1- To help prevent food from sticking, lightly coat the grill with peanut oil before starting up the 
grill. 

2- After cooking scrub the grill using a grill brush while it is still warm. 

3- After your grill cools, wipe up any spills to prevent corrosion. 

4- Keep your grill covered with a proper grill cover when storing. 


Now for the most important step, safety: 
1- Never light your grill while the lid is closed. 


2- Do not use your grill within 10 feet from the house or anything flammable. 
3- Store propane tanks outside, sheltered from direct sunlight when not in use. 
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4- Check all fittings before each use for leaks. 
5- Always make sure your grill is on a flat even surface and away for stairs or edges of decks. 


There you have it, some easy to follow steps that will extend the life of your grill while helping 
ensure you have a happy and safe summer. 
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Maintaining your heating system 


Although it is always best to have an annual service done on your heating system, there are a 
few things you can do between services that will help maintain your heating system. 


Hot air heating: Check the filter once every 2 months. Check that all air registers are clear for 
maximum airflow. If your unit has a humidifier built in, check to see that see that it is functioning. 
Do not service the interior controls of the heating unit, leave that for the annual service. 


Steam heat: Check vents on all radiators to make sure they have no paint or dust buildup that 
may keep them from functioning properly. Visually check all pipes, if there is rust where a fitting 
meet a pipe, there is a chance that you have a steam leak. 


Hot water heating: Check all baseboards for signs of leaks. With the heat on, listen to the 
baseboards for a sound of water running or knocking, that is a sign that there is air in the line. 
Check around the boiler (check pipes and the floor beneath them) for signs of water leaks or 
rust marks. 


On all heating systems: Check that the thermostat is working by turning it up (above the 
temperature in the space) and seeing that the heating system turns on, then turn the thermostat 
down below the temperature in the space and the heating system should go off. Depending on 
your system and thermostat there could be a delay of up to 3 minutes for the unit to go on and 
off. 


Should you find a problem, turn off your heat and call someone to service the unit. Most repairs 
will be minor if you check your system (as described above) and have it serviced at the first sign 
of trouble. Not checking your system can allow a minor problem to turn into a big one making 
the repair a lot more expensive. 


Remember, there are controls, contact’s, motors, etc that could get expensive to replace if you 
do the wrong thing. So | do not advise the average homeowner to attempt repairs on their own. 
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Make an old table look new 


Don't throw out that old table because it’s starting to show it’s age and wear. Turn it into 
something your friends will envy. 


Giving an old table a new look can be a lot easier than you would think. Follow these simple 
steps and that old table will look like new. 


Start off by painting the the legs and supporting edges using either Rust-Oleum or a marine 
paint. Then apply a clear coat using polyurethane. Caution: If you use a lacquer or shellac, be 
sure to apply a thin even coats and allow proper drying time between coats. 


For the top you can buy oak planks. Most major stores will cut them all to the same size for you. 
Apply the planks to the top of the table first using wood glue. 


Once everything is in place, apply a straight line of finishing nails, 1” finishing nails should work 
fine. Apply two nails per board in a row across the outer edges (about 3” in from the edge), 
Then one row down middle. You can draw a light line with a pencil to keep your nails and in a 


straight line. 


Using a sandable wood fill, fill all the seams or cracks between the wood planks. For a nice 
added touch you can around the edges using a piece of 80 grit sandpaper. 


To finish the top, use any stain and clearcoat in one. Apply multiple coats till you get the 
desired color. Be sure to allow proper drying time between coats. 


Once you achieve the color you like apply 2 to 3 clear coats to protect the surface. 


Now that old table you ready to throw out, has a whole new look and is ready to use. 
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Make your own books sling. 


Are those magazines and books cluttering your living space? 
Here is an easy project you can make yourself that will help. 





Adding a book sling to that unused space under a window or on the back of a door will give you 
somewhere to store those magazines/books in style. A book sling also makes a great addition 
to any kids room. 


All you will need is (2) double rod curtain brackets, (2) %” wood dowel and about 2 yards of 
fabric to match the location of your book sling. 


Step 1- Cut the wood dowels to the desired length for your book sling, cut your fabric about 3 
inches shorter then your dowels and 16 inches wide. 


Step 2- Folding the fabric over 2 inches on either side allowing 12 between hems. 
Step 3- Sew the 2” hems the length of your book sling. 
Step 4- Mount the 2 curtain brackets (the distance between brackets should be 2” shorter than 


your dowels). If your brackets are not inline with a beam, use anchors to mount. If your books 
sling is going to be longer than 36 inches, add a third bracket in the middle. 
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Step 5- Slide the dowels through one of the brackets and through the hems on your fabric, then 
into the second bracket. 


This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIlYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Making the cut By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Making the cut..... 
We haven't done a tool week in a while, so | figure it’s time to do one. 
Let's take a look at Miter saw’s. 


A Miter Saw is a must have tool for the serious DIYer. But which one should you buy? 
There are many Miter Saw’s to choose from and many brands. For the average DlYer you don't 
need a top of the line Miter Saw but there are some features you should look for in a Miter Saw. 


Don't be fooled into buying the best brand, if your not cutting crown molding everyday, then why 
pay for the name? A cheaper brand like Chicago Electric (sells for about $130.00)would work 
fine for the occasional use and do most everything a DlYer will need. 


Here are the features you would want in a Miter Saw; 

1- You want a saw with a 12 inch blade. 

2- Buy a saw with a radial arm, this allows you to cut larger pieces of wood. 

3- Consider buying a Miter Saw with a tilt blade, this is a good option to have. 

4- Power is something to be considered, a 15 amp motor or more is advisable. 

5- Don’t waste your money on a battery operated Miter Saw unless your willing to limit yourself 
to hobby projects. 


Also consider the blade you buy for your Miter Saw. 

A blade with a low tooth count (40T or less) is primarily for rough cuts. 

A blade with a medium tooth count (60T to 80T) is good for clean cuts, but not for finishing work. 
A blade with a high tooth count (100 and above) is for fine clean cuts. 

In general the higher the tooth count the better it is for fine cuts, the lower the tooth count the 
more it is designed for ripping (rough cuts). 
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It is not uncommon to have multiple blades, so pick the right Miter Saw and the right blades and 
you'll be making some nice cuts. 
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Mini terrarium 
Why not keep things green by making your own low maintenance mini terrarium. 
This is also a great project to do with the kids. 


First thing is you need to decide what kind of terrarium you’re looking to make and what you 
would like to use for your terrarium housing. 


Terrarium housing can be anything from an old teapot to an old vase you have laying around, 
you can even use a small fish tank. It’s all up to you and the size of terrarium you would like. 
You can decorate your terrarium by putting a small amount of glitter paint (comes in a wide 
variety of colors) in and swirling it around till it covers to the height you would like. 


An aquatic terrarium is one of my favorites. You can get the plants at your local pet store (the 
kind of plants you would get for a fish tank) or order them online for about % the price. | favor 
using Marimo Moss Balls and Anacharis (Brazilian Waterweed) for smaller terrariums. 


First thing you will need is gravel (comes in many colors and sizes) or pebbles/small rocks. Be 
sure to rinse them out thoroughly. Then put your gravel/pebbles in your terrarium about 1 inch 
deep (more for larger plants). Put your plants in then slowly fill your terrarium about ”% with 
water. Adjust the plants as needed and fill your terrarium the rest of the way. 


For cactus terrariums, put enough soil in your terrarium to cover % the roots of your cactus, then 
plant your cactus. Add gravel/pebbles to cover the remaining portion of the roots. You can 
decorate your terrarium by adding miniature furniture (like a lounge chair or something to your 
liking), for a kids project they can add things like a small toy dinosaure. 


For an added touch terrariums made using a teapot or something with a handle can be hung 
from a wall mounted plant hanger (available at most hardware stores). 
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Need a beach cart?? 


With summer just around the corner, many of you will be heading out to the beach. What better 
way to haul all your stuff back and forth then with your own PVC beach cart? 


The great thing about PVC beach carts is they are lightweight and durable. PVC can also be 
used to make carts for small water crafts (jet skis, canoes, etc), carts for trash cans and even 
carts for gardening. 


By making your own beach cart, you get to decide on the length, width and depth to suite your 
needs. They are very easy to make and plans are easily found online, or you can email me for 
detailed instructions. 


Here are a few tips that are not found in most instructions: 

1- After cutting your PVC pipe, use sand cloth to smoothen out the edges. 

2- To make your PVC glue hold better always clean all pipe ends and fittings with PVC cleaner 
before gluing. 

3- When buying wheels for your beach cart, you want to get wheels that are at least 10 inches 
tall and 3 inches wide. Wider is better for rolling through the sand, taller is better to allow more 
clearance to the ground and for going over blunt edges (like curbs). 

4- Always build your cart a little bigger than you think you'll need to allow for those few things 
you forgot to plan on. 

5- If you decide to paint your cart, only do so after your cart is fully assembled (PVC glue will not 
work through paint). 

6- If your building a cart with 2 wheels, put your wheels in the center of the cart (you may need 
to modify plans to do this), this will distribute the weight evenly and make it easier to pull in the 
sand. 


Add these tips to any plans you find online and you'll have a cart that will give you years of use. 
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Outdoor lighting 


With spring just around the corner, many of you will be spending more time in the yard and on 
the deck. So let’s start thinking about what you can do to enjoy those warmer nights. 


We all know about those standard outdoor lights you can buy at the local hardware store. So | 
am going to focus on the not so standard lighting options. 


Walkway lighting: Going beyond the traditional walkway lighting, there are a few options. Light 
up patio blocks and Light up pavers are a great way to light up your walkway. They are available 
online and in some stores. Placed throughout the walkway or along the outer edges they will 
light up the walkway nice and add a unique touch. In General these will require wiring, if your 
not comfortable with doing the wiring consult your local handyman/contractor or consider glow in 
the dark paint (see below). 


Glow in the dark rocks: Glow in the dark rocks come in a verity of colors and sizes. When laid 
out along the edge of a flower bed ou around patio blocks laid in gravel, they will provide an 
accent lighting that will amaze your friends. You can even scatter a few through the yard to give 
a starry effect when your sitting outback enjoying a cool night. The drawback to glow in the dark 
rocks is the lighting will start to fade after about 4 to 5 hours. 


Glow in the dark paint: This can be something to do with the kids. The only limit is your 
imagination. You can paint small flower pots and use them to line the edge of a walkway or 
place a few of them around on your deck. You can make your own glow in the darkrocks. You 
can even use glow in the dark paint to make your own light up pavers. 


Under gravel lighting: If you have a gravel driveway or walkway you can put outdoor spot 
lights or rope lights just under the gravel, giving the gravel a glowing effect while guiding visitors 
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at night. If you line the edge of your flower beds with gravel and install rope lighting just under 
the gravel surface it will outline your flower beds and give a glow to your plants. 


Get creative with these ideas and send in photos of your work, your photo could be featured in a 
future article. 
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Over Door Storage ... 
If your like most people, you never have enough storage space. 
Utilizing that empty space over the door can add a lot of storage space, and it’s easy to do. 


In some cases over the door storage is as simple as putting a shelf above the door jam. 
But don't be fooled, there are a few things you need to consider. 


Shelving material: 


If your going to be storing light things on your shelf any shelving board will do fine. If your going 
to store heavier items, you will need a strong wood (like Oak) for your shelf. Cutting your 
shelves out of plywood is always an option, but the edge will need a little molding to dress it up. 


Support: 


1- If your putting your shelf over a doorway with molding, the molding will act as a rear support 
for your shelf (but you will need to put a couple of corner braces securing the top rear of your 
shelf to the wall). 


2- If there is no molding over the doorway where your putting your shelf, you can put a 1x3 
across the back of the shelf and secure the 1x3 to the wall. 


3- Shelf brackets come in a wide variety ranging from plain metal brackets to decorative wood 
brackets. You should have a bracket on either side of the door. You can even mount your 
brackets on the top of the shelf for a more decorative look (do not do this if you will be storing 
heavy things on your shelf). 


4- For a more rustic look you can put an eye hook on the corners of the shelf and mount it to the 
ceiling or wall using chain. 
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Finishing your shelf: 


Depending on the material you decide to use, your shelf may already have a finished look or 
may need to be painted or stained. If you need to paint/stain on your shelf it is better to do it 
before installing and do a little touch-up after if needed. 


Rule of thumb: 
Always figure your going to be putting more weight on your shelf than your planning. Be sure to 


support your shelf and use the proper material for the extra weight. It is better to have more 
support and not need it than not enough support and something falls or someone gets hurt.. 
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Pick a Paint 


When | started in the business there was only a handful of choices in paint finishes, paint has 
come a long way in the past 30 years. So when you're picking paint, think about textures, 
patterns and durability as well as color. The paint you choose can make the difference between 
freshening up a room with a new coat of paint to transforming a room into something new and 
vibrant. 


| will only cover a few different types of paint in this article, be sure to ask your 
handyman/contractor for more options. 


Linen look: Though this look can be created using standard paint and a slightly wet brush, 
Faux paint will make the effect much better. There are many finishes of Faux paint linen look is 
just one of them. If you follow the instructions that come with the paint and have a steady hand, 
your walls will come to life with every brush stroke. 


Marble or Stone look: Though these looks can be created with standard paints, for best results 
you should use an eggshell finish for the base coat and a translucent color glaze paint for the 
top coat. The glaze paint will also increase the life of your paint finish by as much as 3 times. 
Simply paint the entire wall with your base color, then apply the glaze paint as per instructions. 
For this look | find putting a dab of paint on then spreading it by wiping it with a lint free cloth till 
it is feathered into the base color to be the best method. 


Color wash: This is also known as white wash. Paint the entire wall with the base color and 
allow to dry. Then mix 1 part top coat color, 1 part water and 1 part glaze coat. With a damp 
cheesecloth dampen the wall slightly. Then apply your mixed top coat paint, allow it to sit for a 
few seconds then gently wipe with a dry cheesecloth to get the desired look. You can use a 
brush to feather out any heavy lines, brushing till there are no signs of brush marks. 
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Sponge painting: This may be one of the oldest kinds of decorative painting, but the new 
paints available give it a whole new life. As with other forms of decorative painting you will need 
to first paint the wall with your base coat. Now there are different types of sponges for painting, 
the most common are assorted shapes and what's called a sea sponge. Using your top coat 
color in a paint tray lightly dip your sponge into your paint, gently apply the paint to the wall. 
Patterns can vary, some people like a look with the base coat being the dominate color while 
others like the base color to appear to be bleeding through the pattern. 


With all designs, looks and finishes, | recommend trying it on a piece of sheetrock or wood first 
to get the feel and pattern down before trying it on your walls. 
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Picture Perfect... 


Anyone can display family photos or photos from trips they took, but if you get a little creative, it 
will get your pictures noticed. Here are a few ideas on displaying your photos in a more creative 
way. 


Family Tree: Places like Amazon sell “Family Tree Wall Decals”. There are different styles to 
choose from and they are easy to apply to any wall (just follow the instructions you get with your 
decal). Once on the wall simply hand photos of family in line with the branches. This is great for 
showing off your family tree or use each branch to show your child's photos as they grow up. 


Photo Mobile: Another way to show off your photos is a Photo Mobile. They sell photo mobile 
kits online, but | like the homemade ones better. The best ones I’ve seen were the simplest to 
make. Once you know where you want your photo mobile and how many photos you want to 
hang, put a small eye hook in the ceiling for each photo. Using clear fishing line, hang photo 
sleeves (available online) at different heights and insert your photos. The photo sleeves allow 
you to change the photos from time to time if you like. This is great for displaying photos of trips 
and you can update them when you take new trips. 


Frame in Frame: Thrift shops sell framed photos for cheap. This is a good source for larger 
frames. Take a large frame (without a picture or backing), mount it on the wall. Take a second 
frame (with your favorite photo) about half the size and mount it center of the large frame. Than 
hang smaller (unframed) photos around the smaller frame (but in the larger frame). 


There are many more ways to display your photos, if you have ideas you would like to share 
send them in, | may use them in future articles. 
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Pipe dreams.. 


OK, maybe that headline didn’t sound right, but have you ever imagined some of the things you 
can do with PVC pipe? In this week's DlYer | am going to give you a few ideas, if you think of 
something not listed please send it in to the email address below. 


Shoe rack: Start off with a length of 6 inch pipe. Cut 12 inch lengths and sand the edges 
smooth. Glue the pipes together in a honeycomb pattern (use rope if needed to hold the pipes 
while drying). Once dried, simply place it where you want with the piping on it’s side and put 
your shoes in. For a more creative look, before gluing the pipe together you can paint the pipe 
or wrap it using wallpaper or contact paper. 

Bathroom organizer: Starting with a “y” pipe (4 inch run and 2 inch off set), paint the pipe to 
the color of your choosing. Standing the pipe on it’s end (on a piece of wax paper). Place some 
pebbles in the pipe for weight and pour glue in. Allow the glue to dry thoroughly and it’s ready 
for use. The larger opening will fit the end of a hair blower, the smaller opening fits tooth paste 
or whatever you may need on hand. 


Door storage: Using the size pipe you need to store what you would like, cut lengths 8 to 10 
inches long. Sand the edges smooth. Secure to the inside of a bathroom vanity door or kitchen 
cabinet door using plastic strap and small screws. In the bathroom this cols hold curling irons, 
hold cords together, etc. In the kitchen it could hold utensils, bags, etc. 


Bag holder: Take a 12 inch or longer piece of 6 inch pipe (or larger), glue a reducer on one end 
bringing it to a 3 inch opening. Mount to a wall using plastic strap with the smaller opening 
down. After shopping, put your bags in the top and pull out the bottom out as needed. 


Garage: A length of 3 inch PVC can go a long way. Cutting 3 inch pieces and securing them to 
the wall makes great way to store rakes, brooms, etc, For larger items cutting an opening the 
length of the pipe about 1 % inches wide would allow you to hand electric snow shovels, edgers, 
etc. 
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Plan for the unexpected 


While looking online | came across a list of the top 10 mistakes of the DlYer. In past articles we 
already covered what they had listed for 1 through 9, | think what they had for #10 is an 
important part of any project. Plan for the unexpected... 


As a contractor when | price out a job, | always need to plan for the unexpected. Weather it be 
opening a wall and finding the studs rotted, changing an outlet and finding the wiring not up to 
code or anything else that may come up. These unexpected things can add a lot more to what 
would otherwise be a quick and easy job. As a DlYer the unexpected things you may come 
across could make a simple job turn into something you need to hire someone for. 


First rule of thumb is allow an additional 25% in cost to cover unexpected material, it is always 
better to have money left over in your budget then to not have enough. Second rule of thumb is 
allow more time than you think is needed. If you get done a little early you can always sit back 
and read the Rockaway Times, but you don’t want to be stopping and leaving a job half done 
because you didn’t have enough time. A safe time allowance is to add 20 minutes for every hour 
you think the job will take. 


Also plan on possibly needing a tool that you don’t have. Something as simple as painting can 
lead you into buying spackling Knives or a miter box to replace a piece of molding. 


When unexpected things come up on a project be sure to keep in mind your limitations. You 
may have been ok with patching a wall, but replacing bad studs in the wall may be out of your 
skill level. 


Some projects will go over budget or time allotted, that is not unheard of. You will make it up on 
the jobs/projects you didn’t need that extra 20 minutes or 25% for materials. Stores like Home 
Depot and Lowes have no problem taking returns, so don’t be afraid to over buy. 
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Plan right + buy right = saving time and money in the long run. 
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Playing with crayons 
Let's start the new year playing with crayons 


With this being the first article of the New Year, | would like to start off wishing everyone the best 
for 2016. 


This is a great idea for a kids room. Most of us have an old picture frame around the house, if 
not you can pick up a cheap one at any discount store. Then all you need is crayons, glue, a 
little paint and some creativeness. 


Start off painting the frame a color that will go good with your kids room. You can glue a piece of 
oaktag or colored paper to the backing for additional color effect (be sure to apply a thin layer of 
glue over the entire surface evenly). Draw a rough outline of the letter (or design) you want to 
create with the crayons. 


Using glue (most craft glue will work) lay out the crayons to create your letter or design. You 
may need to cut some crayons to fit as needed. Allow to dry. 


If you want to get a little more creative and decorative, once the glue is dry here is an additional 
step that would make this project more unique. 


Using a standard hair dryer on high setting. Heat the crayons till they start to melt and the colors 
start to run. If you rotate the frame while doing this, it will create an effect of the colors all flaring 
out from the letter (or your design). 


Once done, most any kid would love to have this hanging in their room. 


There are much more creative things to do with crayon art that would look great in other rooms 
of the house (hallways, bathrooms even the living room). If you would like me to get into more 
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advanced projects with crayon art, email me at rocktimesdiy@gmail.com and i will gladly include 
these in future articles. 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Power washing By Artie Wallace 





TDS DlVYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Power washing 


(this article was written for online use, the online version with active links is available on my website) 


With spring right around the corner, it’s time to start thinking about cleaning up the 
outside of the house. Power washing is a great place to start. 


What are the advantages of power washing? 

1- Power washing your siding can extend the life of your siding by years. 

2- Power washing decks will extend the deck life by years. 

3- Power washing walkways, patios, driveways and foundation walls will keep surfaces 
free of mold, oil stains and provide a clean and healthy environment for you and your 
family. 

4- Power washing your home and it’s surroundings adds beautification and value to 
your home. 


What you need to know before you power wash: 

1- Power washers use motors to produce high pressure from an ordinary water supply. 
The pressure coming out of the power washer can be dangerous if sprayed at a person, 
so always use caution and keep children (and pets) away when power washing. 

2- Though power washers can clean pretty good with water pressure alone, it is 
advisable to use proper cleaners when power washing. There are different cleaners for 
different surfaces. 

3- The pressure from a power washer can cause damage to some surfaces, so always 
test in an out of the way area first. 


Types of power washers: 
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1- Gas power washers are very useful, they usually have more pressure than electric 
power washers and you don’t have to worry about electric cords laying in water. 

2- Electric power washers are useful. They start with a push of a button, their light 
weight and they offer enough pressure for light cleaning jobs. 

3- Pressure wands, these really dont fall into the category of power washers, but they 
are a great addition to them. Pressure washers are usually a wand that hooks up to the 
end of a garden hose. They offer more pressure than a regular hose nozzle and are 
great for clean ups between power washings. 


How to power wash: 

1- Every power washer comes with it’s own set of instructions, be sure to follow the 
instructions for your power washer. 

2- Always start in a remote section to test your washer with the surface your washing. 
3- Be sure not to start with the nozzle close to the area being cleaned. Start at least 9 
inches away and slowly work your way closer till you find the appropriate distance. 

4- Never hold the nozzle in one place, always work it in a back and forth motion. 

5- Take your time. Power washing properly is time consuming. Don’t rush it. 

6- Power washers come with different tips, be sure to use the right tip for the job (see 
your instruction manual that comes with your power washer). 


Recommended power washer and cleaners: 
Through the years | have tried many power washers and cleaners. 
For a list of recommended products (including power washers) click here 


Or visit our links page at http://rockawayshandyman.vpweb.com/links 


With over 30 years experience in the home improvement field, Artie Wallace (owner of 
Rockaways Handyman) can help you with most of your DlYer questions. 


For more information about Artie Wallace or Rockaways Handyman 
Visit our website at RockawaysHandyman.com 

Like us on Facebook at Facebook.com/RockawaysHandyman 
Email your questions to TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 
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Prepare your home for the cold winter 
Summer is drawing to an end, prepare your home for the cold weather before it sets in. 


There are a lot of things you can do to prepare your home for the cold winter, we already 
covered a few things in past articles, this week we are going to focus on your foundation and 
siding. 


Let’s work from the bottom up. If you have an unfinished basement, walk around and check for 
cracks, watermarks or sand/dirt lines. Be Sure to check all walls, the floors and pay close 
attention to the corners where they meet. Most cracks you will see are going to be minor and 
can be sealed with a concrete sealer that comes in a tube (like caulk). For large cracks you 
should call someone in to determine the repairs needed. Anyplace that you see water may be 
seeping in should be painted with DryLok concrete sealer and waterproofer. 


Now to take a walk around the outside. If you can see the foundation wall, check it just like you 
did the basement. Living by the beach may be great, but the salty moisture causes havoc with 
concrete over time. A lot of foundations have a stucco coating on the outside, any loose stucco 
should be removed and the remaining stucco should be sealed with the DryLok. 


Now walk around and look at your siding. Check for any cracks, holes and/or openings of any 
kind. Look at where your cable wires go through the siding, a lot of times the silicone around the 
wire can use to be gone over. Most minor cracks and holes in siding can be sealed with a clear 
silicone (not caulk). Larger cracks and/or holes may require you calling someone in to look it 
over. Don't forget to check where aluminum capping (around windows, doors, etc) meet the 
siding. The capping should be sealed to prevent water from getting behind it and freezing during 
the winter. 
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If your home has only minor repairs needed, that is great. But if the cracks, openings or holes 
are big, don’t take it upon yourself to make the repair, call someone in to do the repair. Water 
getting behind siding and freezing can cause more damage then you may think. 
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Preventing a Fire.. 


I’ve written an article in the past about the importance of cleaning the lint out of your dryer and 
the vent pipe. This week | was reminded of the importance and felt it was worth reminding you 
as well as showing you the dangers. 


So instead of focusing on how to do something or tools, this week I’m going to tell you about 
what happened. 


| received a call from a customer to come and repair a floor because they had a fire. Naturally | 
expected the worst and got there ASAP. Upon arriving at the house, | learned that they had a 
fire caused by lint in the dryer vent pipe. Luckily they were home and the fire was put out before 
the damage was bad. 


Should they have been out for the day, this minor fire could have burned down their house and 
the attached house (in the worst case scenario). In this case it caused a minor burn hole in the 
floor and most of the damage was done by the fire dept to ensure that nothing was smoldering. 
In all the dryer was lost and the damage was minimal. 


These homeowners are not the type to neglect their home, so this is a prime example that this 
could happen to anyone. 


Prevention: 

1- Be sure to clean out your lint screen in your dryer after each use. 

2- Have your dryer vent pipe cleaned no less than once a year (twice a year if you do a lot of 
laundry). 

3- If you are unsure how to clean out your dryer vent pipe or are not sure if you cleaned it well 
enough, call someone in to have it cleaned. 

4- Incase of emergency, know where your gas cutoff valve is (for all gas appliances as well as 
the main for the house). 
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5- Be sure you have a working CO2/Smoke detector in your utility room (and as needed 
throughout the house). 
6- Incase of emergency, always have at least 1 working fire extinguisher in the house. 


A little prevention is a small price to pay for the lives of you and your loved ones. 
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Preventing leaks and water damage.. 


There are many ways water from rain or melting snow can creep into your home. 
This week we are going to focus on flat roofs. Slant roofs have their issues, but flat roofs are 
more prone to problems. 


On flat roofs the common issues are flashing around parapet walls, sky lights and vent stacks 
as well as cracks in the roof coating. Here is how you can resolve these issues before they 
become water leaks. 


First thing to do is inspect the roof. On a clear day walk around the entire roof and look for any 
signs of cracks or openings. 


Second thing is to seal any openings in the roof and/or seams near parapet walls, sky lights 
and vent stacks. Do this by applying flashing cement covering all roof penetrations. While you 
have the flashing cement out, coat any seams that are open or cracking. Apply the flashing 
using plastic disposable scrapers. 


Third thing you will want to do is apply a coat of a sealing product to the entire roof. | 
recommend using Aluminium Coating. Just be sure to mix it real good. You can buy a mixer that 
attaches to a drill for under $20.00. To apply the coating, use a cheap push broom and brush it 
covering the roof. It is best to allow the roof to dry overnight and apply a second coat. 


Fourth and final step is to inspect the roof again. You will probably find that there are spots you 
missed. Go back with the Aluminium Coating and give the spots a good once over. 


This applies to all flat and semi-flat roofs, houses, garages, etc. 
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Quick tips for the summer ahead... 

This week | am going to run through a couple of quick tips to help you get through the summer. 
If you would like me to cover any of these tips in more detail, drop me an email at 
rocktimesdiy@gmail.com and let me know what you would like more details on. 


The garden: 

Tired of always looking for your pruners, planting shovel or gardening gloves? Try hanging a 
mailbox on a fence or somewhere convenient to your garden. Mail boxes make great outdoor 
tool boxes and shield the hand tools from the weather. 


Extra tables: 

Do you need a little extra table space in the yard when guest are over? If you have some old 
(large) flower pots with drain trays that you're not using (or pick up a few at garage sales), paint 
the flower pot and drain tray (if needed or desired), then simply place the drain tray on top of the 
pot instead of underneath. You'll instantly have a little table to put drinks on. 


Need shade: 

Why spend lots of money on awnings to shade small areas? Anchor 2 eye hooks into the house 
and two to trees (or poles), run a coated steel cable from each hook on the house to each hook 
on the pole. Buy a few large, heavy duty fabric curtains. Run the cables through the curtains 
(top and bottom), then simply slide the curtain across when you need shade and back when you 
want more sun. 


Entertaining: 

If you like entertaining guest outside but get tired of hauling everything in and out, this might be 
the thing for you. If you're lucky enough to have (or be able to find) one of those old steel tebs 
(like an oversized bucket), then shop around and find a table that you like the top of (needs to 
be a little larger than the opening of the tub). Take the legs off the table and finish the top to 
withstand the weather. Put the things you’d like to store outside in the bucket and place the top 
on. Now you have an outdoor coffee table with storage. 
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Extra lighting: 

For those nights of entertaining where you need a little more lighting.. Most hardware stores and 
discount stores sell the clamp on lights that use standard bulbs. You can clip them to a fence, 
tree branch, almost anywhere. When done entertaining, they are quick and easy to take down 
and store till you need them again. 
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Remodeling your bathroom 


For most the word “Remodeling” makes you think of high cost and major work. That don’t have 
to be the case. Instead of remodeling, let's think of it more like a makeover. While you will 
probably need help from a contractor or handyman for parts of the job (or the full job on larger 
projects), there are ways to remodel your bathroom without spending a fortune. 


Changing a toilet and vanity, adding a mirror and a coat of paint could give your bathroom a 
whole new look and feel. For more of a personal touch you can add wainscoting half height, this 
will add depth to a small bathroom. 


In the bathroom in this photo, we left the existing floor, medicine chest and toilet (which was 
fairly new), replaced the sink and vanity. We added a shelf above the toilet, wainscoting around 
the perimeter of the bathroom and painted the walls. For a fraction of the cost of a new 
bathroom, this bathroom looks like it was completely remodeled. 


Of course most contractors/handymen like getting a full remodeling job, you would be surprised 
how many will work with you on smaller makeovers like this. Some may charge a small fee to 
help you lay out the new look (remember their time is worth something), some may even deduct 
that fee from any portion of the work you need them to do for you. 


When making over your bathroom, keep in mind that colors matter. Light or brighter colors will 
give the bathroom a more welcoming look and feel. Adding a little contrast (as with the white 
wainscoting against the wall color) can add depth to a smaller bathroom. Shelves accenting the 
color or glass shelves are also a nice touch. 


So whether your fixing up the bathroom to get the house ready for sale or just want a new look 
to make you feel better about your home, you don’t have to break the bank to do it. 
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Repair a chipped tub... 


If you have a tub with a porcelain coating that has a chip, it’s not the end of the world, or the end 
of the tub either. It takes a little work, but it can be fixed without too much effort or cost. 


You will need the following: 
1- Hair dryer 

2- 220 grit sandpaper 

3- Rubbing alcohol 

4- Porcelain repair kit 

5- Plastic putty knife 

6- Straight razor 

7- Nail polish remover 

8- Porcelain touch up paint 


Here’s how you do it: 

1- Clean the chipped area thoroughly and dry with the hairdryer. 

2- Sand the chipped area until all edges are smooth, be sure to not sand undamaged area to 
avoid scratches. 

3- Clean the area again, this time using the rubbing alcohol and dry thoroughly before going to 
the next step. 

4- Apply the porcelain repair as per instructions. Different brands may have different 
instructions, so be sure to read them. 

5- Use the putty knife to smooth it over till it appears smooth and flush with surrounding area. 
6- Allow to dry for at least 24 hours, then smoothen the edges using the rubbing alcohol and a 
cotton ball by wiping gently. 

7- If the color don’t match using a Porcelain touch up paint to match the color. 


Notes: 
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1- The same repairs apply to sinks and toilets that need cosmetic repairs. This repair is not 
suitable for cracks or to seal leaks. Cracked or leaking fixtures should be replaced. 

2- Porcelain repair takes time and patience. Rushing it will only make the damaged area look 
worse, so take your time and you'll have a good repair when your done. 
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This week we are going to cover how to replace a broken tile. 


To replace a broken tile properly is a 9 step process. 

1- Using a grout saw, scratch away the grout surrounding the tile you wish to replace. 

2- Using a small chisel and a hammer, start in the center of the tile and make a small hole to 
work from. Be sure to wear eye protection and gloves, chips of the tile will be sharp and can fly 
out in any direction. 

3- On smaller tiles keep working with the small chisel, on large tiles you can use a larger one if 
you like. Start chipping away the remaining parts of the tile and the glue beneath the tile. 

4- Using a utility knife, etch away any remaining grout from the edges where your new tile will 
be installed. 

5- Using a ceramic adhesive glue the new tile in place. Wipe away any excess with a damp 
sponge. 

6- Gout the lines around the new tile. You can use either a premix grout or a non-sanded grout 
that you have to mix. Do not use sanded grout when replacing a tile. 

7- Wipe the excess grout away using a dam sponge (rinse as needed to keep your sponge 
clean). 

8- After 2 or 3 days, apply a grout sealer to prevent the grout from discoloring and leaking. 

9- Once you completed steps 1 through 8, enjoy your bragging rights, you just replaced a tile 
and saved on the cost of paying a repairman. 
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Restoring an old plaque... 
If you have an old plaque or trophy you would like to restore, here are a few tips on how to do it. 


First: Let's start with the brass finish. They make some good brass cleaners, but in a lot of 
cases that won't do the trick. You may need to buy a small container of brass paint, apply it 
using a small artist brush. If you're looking for an antique look, allow to partially dry and wipe 
using a staining rag. 


Second: Now we are going to work on the chrome. As with the brass, they sell chrome polish 
and chrome paint. Chrome has a tendency to clean up easier than tarnished brass, but | 
recommend getting a chrome cleaner/polish from an automotive store (automotive chrome 
cleaners usually work much better than the household versions). 


Third: Wood bases/backings can become worn or damaged through the years. Don’t fret, this is 
probably the easiest part of the restoration process. First thing is fill any chips/cracks with a 
stainable and sandable wood filler that is close in color, let harden and sand if needed. Then 
pick a MinWax stain/sealer, one that is a few shades darker than the original color. Getting as 
little as possible on the brass/chrome, brush it on, wait about 30 to 45 seconds and wipe it off. 
Let dry then repeat till the colors of the wood start to blend. As you apply the stain/sealer, be 
sure to constantly check for runs on the sides and wipe runs right away. 


Fourth: If you read my articles, you know | am a fan of clear coating. Normally | recommend 
spraying it on, but not in this case. You are better off using a brush on clear coat. Carefully 
apply it with a small brush trying not to get it on the brass/chrome. Only do one side at a time 
and allow to fully dry, apply a second coat if needed. When brushing on clear coating, be sure to 
wipe up or brush out any runs on the sides right away. 
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Safety and the DlYer 


Each week | try to cover something a little different, this week | would like to put the focus on 
safety. 


On the average % of the DlYer’s each year get injured (Some minor and some not so minor). 


Some of the faults lie with thinking “I am only changing an outlet’, “It will only take a minute” or 
“| seen the contractor doing it like this”, there are no shortcuts when it comes to safety. 


Remember the old slogan “we are professionals, don’t try this at home”, someone that works on 
home projects every day has a lot more experience than the average homeowner so they will do 
things a lot differently. 


As a DlYer here are a few safety rules you should always follow without exception; always make 
sure the power is off before working with electric, always make sure your work area is clear of 
debri (a little debri can cause a piece of wood move while cutting or a ladder to slip), always 
wear safety glasses, when working with power tools always keep loose clothing tucked in or 
even use a little tape around sleeves, gloves are great but not for everything (sometimes you 
need a firmer grip on a tool then gloves will allow), use face masks (contractors get accustomed 
to breathing in a lot of things that would get the average person sick), always use earplugs or 
protection (a circular saw operates at about 115 decibels even a lawnmower runs at about 110 
which can be damaging after about 20 minutes) and always make sure ladders have firm footing 
before getting on them. 


A trip to the doctor or hospital and cost a lot more than hiring someone for the job, so if you're 
going to do it yourself, be sure to do it safely. If you have any questions about safety ona 
project you're working on, you can always google the project with the word safely (installing 
shelves safely) or email me and | will do my best to answer your questions. 


So keep those DIY projects going, but keep them safe. 
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Safety for the holidays 
With the holidays upon us, | felt it was worth focusing a week on holiday safety. 


Though most of what | will cover in this article you will consider to be common sense, however it 
is the most common things that people overlook that turn a joyous holiday season into a 
tragedy. 


Please follow the following 5 safety tips for the holidays to help ensure your family has nothing 
but joy this season. 


1- When decorating inside, be sure that all holiday lights are plugged into a surge protector. Do 
not overload power strips or surge protectors with too many lights. 


2- Allow no less than 3 feet between any flammable trees or decorations and heaters or 
fireplaces. 


3- When setting up exterior lights, always be sure to plug it into a GFI outlet. Always use exterior 
lights and extension cords only when decorating outside. Interior lights and cords do not have 
the safety rating for exterior use and can be dangerous. 


4- Always keep live Christmas trees watered and reeths moist. Spraying both down using a 
water bottle will help the them from drying out. This will reduce their flammability. 


5- When hanging lights weather it be interior or exterior, always use proper light hanging clips. 
Stapling lights up can damage to the wires and cause shorts in the wiring. 


As | drive around the neighborhood, all | see plenty of homes expressing the joys of the holidays 
with beautiful decorations. It's my hope that they did their decorations with safety in mind. 
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With this week's article | am wishing my readers and fellow members of the community a very 
happy and safe holiday season. 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Security Cameras By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Security Cameras... 


Thanks Penny for writing in and asking about Security Cameras. 
Unfortunately this is a topic that books could be written on, but | will do my best to cover the 
basics in this article. 


The general homeowner does not need the most expensive/high tech system. 

The first thing you need to do is determine your needs. 

1- How many cameras do you need? Example: front door, back door and driveway would be 3 
cameras. 

2- Do you need night vision? | would recommend that all cameras have night vision. 

3- Do you need WiFi? That is mostly preference. Personally, | think this is a feature that people 
don't really use after the first few months. 

4- What type of video backup do you need? For a homeowner installing 1 camera near the front 
door, a camera with a SD card should work fine. If you're installing multiple cameras, you'll want 
a system with a main box that records from all cameras. 

5- Do you need indoor or outdoor cameras? Many systems come with outdoor cameras that 
look good enough to put indoors. This leaves you with options. 

6- Tech support: Unless you're an IT tech, be sure you buy something with good and unlimited 
tech support. There is a good chance you'll be taking advantage of it. 

7- Wired or wireless cameras? Anything wireless has a chance to get interference at times. 
Wired requires more work to install, but is more reliable. If you're not in a super high crime area, 
a wireless system will work fine for most homes. 


Looking at all the options on the security systems today will overwhelm most anyone. Most of 
these options are things you'll never use. So be realistic about what your needs are and look for 
something to fit those needs. If it has options outside your needs, take that as a bonus. Look for 
the simplest recording and playback features. Example do you really need camera adjustment 
for a camera at a front door? If not, ignore those features you don’t need, they'll only confuse 
you more. 
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| found the “Defeway 1080N” on Amazon to totally suit my needs and only $140 with a hard 
drive, it has a few features | will never use, but it appears to be simple to install (though wired) 
and use. Once | get it and install it, | will write an update to this article. 


<> DEFEWAY 
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Shutters to think... 
Or should | say use old shutters to get you thinking... 


There are so many things you can do with old shutters, this week | am going to tell you how to 
make a small cabinet. This is great to use in bathrooms, on the porch or just about anywhere. 


You will need to start with 4 shutters that are the same size, some wood (size depends on the 
shutters you use), some corner brackets, 2 hinges, paint, some screws and a handle or knob. 


1- Cut 2 pieces of wood, length will be 1 1/2 inches longer than the width of your shutter, cut the 
width 1 inch wider than your shutter. 


2- Using your brackets and small screws, secure the 2 side shutters to the back shutter. The 
side shutters should be flush with the edge of the back shutter, tops and bottoms should all be 


even. 


3- Secure the top and bottom pieces of wood with the long side facing the opening. Space the 
sides evenly and leave about ”% inch overhang on the back. 


4- Secure the 4th shutter to the front using 2 hinges and install handle/knob. 


5- Cut 2 pieces of wood to fit inside for shelves (depending on the size of your shutters and your 
needs you may only need 1 shelf). 


6- Secure 4 corner brackets to each shelf (2 on each side). 


7- With the brackets facing down, place your shelf into the cabinet and secure it to the shutters 
on both sides. 
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8- Paint your cabinet to the color of your choosing. 
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Silicone vs. Caulk 


Both silicone and caulk come in a verity of colors and grades. To go through them all would take 
some time, so we are going to focus on the main differences in the two. 


First off silicone and caulk each have their main use, be sure to use the right one for the job. 


Silicone is a sealant and will not be paintable. Silicone will prevent water from leaking through 
the area sealed and will not mold as fast as caulk. Silicone is used to seal showers, tubs 
windows and most areas where water may leak into. One trick for the non professional to using 
silicone is first tape off the area with painters tape, leaving about % inch on either side of the 
space your looking to seal. Apply the silicone along the space your looking to seal, then wipe it 
in with your finger. Once the area is filled remove the tape (be sure to remove the tape before 
the silicone dries). Repeat if needed. 


Caulk is more commonly used for painting. Caulk will not seal as well as silicone for water 
penetration, it is not mold resistant and will crack over time if applied to large spaces. The best 
use for caulk is when your about to paint a room. Go around the room and look for spaces 
where the molding meets the walls, where the walls meet the ceiling, etc. Apply a generous 
amount of caulk to the area your looking to seal and run your finger over it giving it a smooth 
transition (example: between wall and molding) removing excess. Then wipe with a damp 
sponge to remove the remaining excess. As a rule of thumb, let the caulk dry overnight before 
painting. You will be amazed how much better a room will look when you don’t have those little 
spaces around the moldings. 


There are different silicones and different caulks available, so if your not sure which one you 
need, don’t hesitate to ask someone in the store. Remember when working on your home, the 
only stupid question is one not asked. 
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Someone go shake the handle !! 


If a common thing to hear in your home is “someone go shake the handle”, then you got a 
running toilet. This week | will tell you how to fix it. The first thing you'll need to do is determine 
why it keeps running. 


Here are some of the things you need to check (in this order), and how to fix them. 


1- Remove the lid and look at the overflow tube (that is a tall tube coming up from where the flap 
valve is mounted). If the water is below the top of the tube, go to step 2. If the water is going 
over the top of the tube, you will need to adjust the float. This is usually done by turning an 
adjustment screw on the flushometer. 


2- Check the chain going to the flap valve. The chain shouldn't be tight or too loose, it should 
have just a little play in it. If not adjust it as needed. 


3- Check the flap valve, see if it is sitting flush on the opening or free of signs of wear, if the 
answer to either of these is no, change the flap valve. 


4- Check the flushometer., it should fully stop allowing water from filling in when the float is lifted 
and should allow water to fill when the float is alway down. Also check for signs of age (plastic 
dried out, fill hose has cracks, etc). If the flushometer is not functioning 100%, replace it. 


Note: When replacing any parts on your toilet, the new parts should have instructions with 
them, follow them carefully. Also whenever replacing “any” part on your toilet, be sure to shut 
the water off first, never work on a toilet while the water is on. 
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Something different with tiles. 


Here are a few creative ideas you can do with tiles. 


Hotplate: Starting with an old picture frame, paint the frame to match your kitchen. Cut a thin 
piece of wood to the size of the picture backing and glue in place on the frame. Using 1 inch by 
1 inch tiles, tile the picture area of the frame. Attach the tile using DAP contact cement (be sure 
to follow the instructions on the can). Fill the grout lines with a unsanded grout that is close in 
color to the frame color. Then apply a few coats of Rustoleum Super Glaze Clear Coat. Finally 
add self adhesive felt pads to the bottom to prevent scratches on your countertop or table. 


Coasters: This is something you can do with the kids. Using 4 inch by 4 inch tiles, decorate the 
tiles. Colored permanent markers work great. You can also use templates to create a matching 
set. After decorating the tile, preheat the oven to 350 and place the tile in the oven for 30 
minutes. Allow tiles to cool then apply Super Glaze Clear Coat and felt pads to the bottom. 


Names and words: Using 4 inch by 4 inch tiles or larger and the same decorating idea as with 
coasters, put one letter of the name or word your spelling on each tile. Follow above instructions 
to complete. Once you have your tiles all ready to hang, mirror clips, hang your tile on the wall 
spelling out your name or word. 


Flower pots: Make an ordinary flower pot into a creative work of your own. For this | 
recommend buying 1 inch tiles in multiple colors. Glue the tile to the outside of the flower pot 
using hot glue or tile glue. If you would like to get creative, you can use a tile nipper to cut and 
shape tiles and make designs on the pot. Fill lines and spaces with unsanded grout and allow to 
sit over night. Coat your flower pot with a spray on clearcoat. 
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Something new with old doors 


Have you ever looked at an old wood door and felt there was just something about it that drew 
your attention? Weather it was the way the paint was warn, the way the stain was weathered or 
something else, for some reason you just liked it. Here are just a ideas on how you can give that 
old door a new life. 


Let’s focus on making it into a table. 


The frame can easily be made using 4- 4 by 4’s cut to the same length for the legs and 2 by 3’s 
cut to fit between the legs. If you're looking for a finished look, you can add 1 by 3’s or molding 
around the frame. When done, attach your door to the frame. 


Here is where you can get creative. There are many ways to finish the top, | cover a few to give 
you ideas but remember your only limited by your creativeness. 


For a finished look you will want to sand down the raised part of the door and stain or sand to 
your liking. For amore rustic look, leave the raised part asis. 


Using tile: You can tile the panels of the door using 1” by 1” tiles and grout with a color of your 
choice. Using glass tiles would also be a nice touch. 


Using glass: You can cut out the panels of your door and have glass cut to fit into the 
openings. Be Sure to use safety glass and you may need to add some wood to the underside of 
the door to support your glass. You can also have a full glass top cut to fit the entire area of the 
door. 


Recessed center: If your lucky enough to have found an old door with small panels, you can 
recess the center panel. Simply cut out the center panel and from the underside frame it out 
using 2 by 3’s and a piece of plywood. This will allow a place for a centerpiece or to put the 
condiments. If your using your table outdoors, this could be made into a planter. 


Once your top is completed, be sure to coat your entire table with a clear coat (automotive 
clear coat works great). You may want to give it a few coats to ensure the life of 
your table. 
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Tables are just one of many things you can make using old doors. If your interested 
on seeing future articles on making things like shelves, lawn (and in house) 
furniture or more, email me at the address below and tell me what you would like 
to see. 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Spring in Fall By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Spring in Fall... 


Everyone knows the best time to buy an A/C unit is when they go on sale in the winter, but most 
people don't think of gardening supplies, lawn mowers and things like that. Even things like 
siding and decking go on sale this time of year. 


If you're lucky enough to have room to store things for the winter, now is the time to save up to 
40% off, maybe even more if you shop around. 


Here is a list of just some of the things to stock up on or save money on during the Fall and 
Winter months. 


Home Repairs: 
Siding, Pavers, Decking (Composite), Windows, Entrance Doors, Skylights, Deck Stains, 
Sprinkler Supplies, Power Washers, Roofing, 


Gardening: 
Soil, Seeds, Gardening Tools, Power Tools (lawn mowers, leaf blowers, trimmers, etc), Outside 
Benches, Fertilizer, Lawn Decorations (statues and things like that) 


Additional Items: 
Storage Bins, Hose Reels, Gardening Hoses, Air Conditioners, Patio Furniture, Bab-B-Q’s, Fish 
Pond Supplies, Pool Supplies 


Some of the things you do not want to stock up on include: 
Live Plants, Wood Decking or Supplies, Chemicals (gardening or other wise) 


Tips for saving: 

Online stores have deals all year long because most of them ship all over (including to different 
climates) and they usually have warehouses to store their stock. Local stores need the storage 

space, so they're looking to sell things off at just above cost to make room for new inventory. So 
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look online, but watch your local ads very closely, that’s where you'll find your best deals. Also 
keep in mind that smaller stores are looking to move out of season items much faster than 
larger (or chain) stores. 


This is a general list to reference and get you thinking, keep in mind that if it’s something that is 
only needed in the summer, it will be on sale in the fall and winter. 
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Stained Glass Look... 


No matter if it is a couple of glass panes on a door, a vase you want to decorate or some other 
glass item you want to give that personal touch, adding a stained glass look can be just the 
project you're looking for. 


Stained glass in itself is an art, but you don’t have to master the art to get the same look. 
Just follow these easy steps. Most items needed can be found at any craft store. 


First: Decide on a design. You can either sketch your design on paper or recreate a design (or 
image). Your design should be big enough to cover your glass (or fit onto the glass as desired). 


Second: Clean your glass thoroughly using alcohol and allow to dry fully. Any moisture 
remaining on your glass could affect the way your creation turns out. 


Third: For windows, tape your design to the side of the glass you're not going to paint. For 
vases and non-flat surfaces you will need to sketch your design on the glass using a permanent 
marker (on the side your painting). 


Fourth: Using Liquid Lead (it comes in a squeeze bottle), carefully trace the outline of your 
design. Using a hair dryer, partially dry the Liquid Lead then allow to fully dry over night. 


Fifth: Using Acrylic Enamel Paint, paint between the lead lines to create your design. Using a 
translucent color paint will allow light to show through. Remember Acrylic paint holds texture, so 
to get a deeper color apply in layers and keep brush strokes in the pattern you're looking to 
create. 


Sixth: After original painting is complete and fully dried, apply additional layering as 
needed/desired. 


Seventh: Apply a clear coat (comes in a spray can) to preserve your creation. 
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Stubborn Weeds 


One of our readers emailed me with a question about weeds. Thanks for writing in Andre, this is 
not my area of expertise, but | will cover it the best | can. 


First off there is a choice to make between chemical and homemade weed killers. If you can find 
an organic mix that kills your weeds that is great, but once you start adding chemicals such as 
bleach, ammonia, etc | think you're better off using something that you buy in the store. In my 
experience Roundup works best. 


| researched this topic for this article and some home remedies include bleach, salt, ammonia, 
vinegar and even vodka. On the other side of the coin, there are so many weed killers you can 
buy in the store. Which brings us to the root of the problem (pardon the pun). You need to 
identify the weeds you're trying to get rid of before you can start working on what you will use to 
get rid of them. Different weed killers will work great on some weeds and not work at all on 
others. So go online and research your weeds first. Then the only effective way to kill a weed 
other than pulling it out is to kill it at the root. So no matter if you're using an organic killer, home 
remedy or store bought, you want to apply it to the foliage and let it be absorbed into the weed 
and eventually into the root. It is also best to apply when the foliage is dry and allow at least a 
few hours of dry weather and not watering to let it be absorbed, it is also better to apply it in the 
early morning when the sun is not too hot so the weed killer has time to be absorbed before 


drying up. 


As | said, Roundup works best for me. | would recommend applying the Roundup to the foliage 
of the weeds you're trying to get rid of between 7 and 10 in the morning. Apply it heavily and do 
not water your lawn/garden till that evening. Re apply every 3 or 4 days for about 4 applications 
or till the weeds die off. 
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Sub-Pumps, Problems and Maintenance ..... 


Recently | was called into a home with sub-pump issues that included not pumping properly and 
foul odors. Though most people don't commonly think about their sub-pumps, you should still be 
educated for when those issues arise. 


About pumps: 

First thing is to determine if you have a sump-pump or an extractor pump. A sump-pump is 
designed to pump water only. It is commonly used in basements where flooding is an issue. An 
extractor pump is designed to pump waste as well as water. If you have a shower, sink or toilet 
draining into your pump pit, you have to have an extractor pump or you will have problems. 


Pump size (horsepower) is determined by how much water has to be moved and how high (and 
long) the run is that the water has to be pumped. As a standard rule of thumb, | don't install 
anything less than “4 hp for sump-pumps and ”% hp for extractor pumps. | feel | would have a 
little extra pumping power in an emergency than not enough. 


It is very common to go into a house and see someone installed a sub-pump where an extractor 
pump should be or a pump without enough power to pump the water to the drain line. 


Problems: 

Getting an odor from your pump? There are many things that can cause odors, but before you 
call a plumber in, here are a few things you can check. 

1- Is your pump well dry? The sediment as well as sewage fumes can cause odor if the pump 
trap or well is dry for too long. Using a hose or buckets, add water till your pump goes on and off 
a few times. 

2- When your pump shuts off, does water flow back into the well through the drain pipe? If yes, 
then you have a bad flow check valve which can allow sewer water to flow back into the pump 
well. 
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Maintenance: 

A properly running sump-pump/extractor pump still requires maintenance which is mainly 
cleaning of the pump and well. After unplugging the pump use a wet/dry vac to remove as much 
of the water and debri as you can. Clean the well walls and bottom with bleach and water (I like 
to add a little mold remover/cleaner). You may need to scrape any sediment off the walls and 
bottom of the well. Vacuum it out again then plug your pump back in and you should be ready to 
go. You can buy cleaners that you add to the water in the well (like septic tank solutions) to help 
keep it clean. Be sure to check the labels to see if it is safe for your drainage system. 





Typical sump 
pump installation 
Check Grounded 
Valve Outlet 








Inlet 
Pipe 
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Table tops 


Last week | wrote about bathroom vanities, this week we're going to cover making/refinishing 
the top. No matter if you're making a top for a dresser you converted to a vanity or a table top, 
the method is the same. There are so many finishes and coatings | will only be able to cover the 
basic for this article. 


The key to finishing the wood properly starts with the prep. The surface needs to be sanded 
smooth or textured (I will cover texturing and aging wood in future articles) to you liking and 
thoroughly free of dust, oils and dirt. 


Now you're ready for coloring. There are many stains on the market as well as plenty of home 
made methods of coloring the wood. Be sure to do your homework so you end up with the color 
you want, and test it on a area that will not be seen before applying to the entire surface. No 
matter what method you use to color your wood, consistency is a must. So be sure to apply your 
coloring evenly throughout the wood and allow the same amount of drying time before wiping 
from start to finish. Keep in mind that your wood top will be a few shades darker once you apply 
the finish coating. 


Once your wood is colored you will need to think about finish coating. For bathroom countertops 
| recommend Epoxy Resin/Crystal Clear Gloss Coating, it will allow for a long lasting clear coat 
that is water resistant. Be sure to read the directions and apply as directed, different brands 
have different ways of being applied. The epoxy is great for applying when you can lay your 
work flat, to work with it upright requires a lot more experience. Apply 2 or 3 coats allowing at 
least 24 hours between coats. 


Once your top is finished, you're ready to install it. Always install from the bottom, use angle 
brackets if needed. Nailing it from the top will eventually end up with the nails lifting out. 


There you have it, now you made your first wood countertop/table top. 


Table tops By Artie Wallace 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


Tackle those dirty grout lines By Artie Wallace 





The DlYer 
By Artie Wallace 


Tackle those dirty grout lines. 


Homeowners and renters alike struggle with dirty grout lines, but there is sometimes a solution 
that won't break the bank. 


The reason grout gets so dirty is that grout is very porous. In time the dirt is not only on the 
surface but has worked it’s way into the grout. There are times where the dirt has penetrated so 
deep that you need to have the grout professionally removed and re-grouted, but there are 3 
easy steps you can try first. 


Step 1- Mix a strong bleaching solution of % cup of bleach (you can use 1 cup for white grout) to 
1 gallon of water. 


Step 2- Using a toothbrush with a stiff bristle (the tooth brushes you by at the dollar store work 
very well), scrub inline with the grout. Be sure to start in an area that is not in clear view like a 
corner to test how the grout is reacting to the bleach. Use caution not to scrub too hard, you can 
damage the existing grout. 


Step 3- Thoroughly rinse the area with clean water then clean with your regular bathroom 
cleaner to remove any bleach residue. Remember bleach will leave a slippery film, so rinsing 
alone is not enough. 


Once your grout is all cleaned up, you can use a grout sealer (sold at most hardware stores) to 
help it stay looking good. 


Most important, make sure the work area is very well ventilated (without proper ventilation the 
bleach fumes can be unsafe), wear rubber gloves (strong bleaching solution will irritate your 
skin) and wear safety glasses to prevent any splattering of the bleach from getting into your 
eyes. Saving money is great, but there are no shortcuts when it comes to safety. 
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Time for insulating those attics... 


You may not be thinking about attic insulation right now, but this is the perfect time of year to do 
it. 

An uninsulated attic is costly year round. In the summer, the heat makes it harder to keep the 
house cool. And in the winter a lot of heat escapes through the attic. 


Also the working conditions make now the prime time to insulate. In a few months it’s going to 
be getting warmer, on a 85 to 90 degree day, the attic could be as hot as 140 to 150 degrees. 
You wouldn’t want to be working up there then. 


The most important thing to think about is safety. Having a few boards (or strips of plywood) to 
lay across the beams could easily prevent you from falling through the ceiling below. Safety 
glasses and gloves are a must when working with insulation, and don’t forget the long sleeves 
to protect your arms. If installing unsleeved insulation, a mask should be worn. 


Laying the insulation is the easy part. Most insulation comes in rolls or batts (lengths). Simply 
lay it between the beams. Be sure to keep it at least 6 inches away from recessed lighting and 
don’t cover any vents. 


If your using roll insulation, it is better to measure the length of the space and pre cut the 
insulation. You can always make minor cuts in place. If you have to use 2 pieces to fill a bay, be 
sure to overlap them by 8 inches. 


If you store things in the attic, using insulation that comes with plastic sleeving is best. If you 
don’t store things in the attic, most (faced or unfaced) attic insulations will work fine. 


All attics are a little different, so research your insulation job for the best way to do it before 
starting. 


Time for insulating those attics... 
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Time to get Thrifty 


With the cold weather not that far away, it is time to plan on indoor projects. This week we are 
going to focus on something a little different, getting thrifty. 


You may not have thought of thrift shops as a place for DlYer’s. But that could be one of the 
best places to start a project. | personally like old wood projects, but no matter what your looking 
to work with you always need a starting point. 


Thrift shops usually have plenty of items that are great for refinishing, weather it is sanding 
down an old chair and re-staining it or painting an old picture frame to go with the kids room. 
Most of these projects are great do it yourself projects. When time allows it can be very 
rewarding to go from thrift shop to thrift shop looking for that perfect chair, picture frame, or 
whatever you're looking for. The best part is when you find it, it will be nothing like what you 
would find in the stores, and once you personalize it to your colors or finish if will be unique to 
your home. 


The main thing is to find that special thing that catches your eye or is just right for the space 
you're looking to put it, Be sure that no matter what you pick to start yourself off with it is a good 
starting project. Chairs should be sturdy, lamps should be working (electrically), etc. 


As an idea, one of my personal finds was a wood foot locker that needed some minor repair. 
After adding new hinges and securing a few pieces of wood, | added wheels. Now it stands on 
its side and the door opens to add storage space. | even have the top to use as a shelf. Best of 
all | can roll it out of the way when needed. 


This is just one idea, there are many creative things you can do with the right starting item. 
If you get creative with something you bought from a thrift shop, send in a picture with a short 
description on what you did to make it unique, we may share it with our readers. 
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Tool storage and maintenance 


One of the main thing every Do It Yourselfer needs to consider is tools. The right tool for the job 
can make all the difference. So first thing is to research your project and the tools needed to do 
it. Then comes the task of storing your tools till you need them again. 


As a DlYer working out of your basement or garage you may find that storing your tools for long 
periods of time could do irreparable damage and corrosion to your tools. Here are a few tips that 
may help. 


(1) Keep your tools off the floor and spray a mist of WD-40 over metal parts of hand tools to 
help prevent corrosion. Corrosion will destroy motors and gears in power tools and rust 
hand tools. 

(2) Store your tools a proper tool box that won’t allow humidity to affect the tools. Remember 
even dust holds moisture and accelerates corrosion of tools, so keeping them in a metal 
or plastic tool box will prolong the life of your tools. 

(3) When storing your battery-operated tools, always remove the battery and always make 
sure the battery is fully charged before storing. 

(4) When storing air tools or tools that need to be lubricated, always look for a metal tool box 
to store them in. Some some plastics don’t react well to lubricants. Make sure you 
freshly lubricate these tools prior to storing for long periods. 

(5) Extension cords are another concern. We all heard of a tire on a car having dry rot, the 
same can happen to extension cords. When an extension cord is stored for long periods 
in the wrong way, they become stiff and the outer insulation of the cord can crack. To 
prevent this, pick up a 5 gallon bucket with a lid. Wrap up your cords and store them in 
the bucket. You will find they will last a lot longer. 

(6) Larger tools like a miter box or bench top drill press need to be protected as well. Simply 
placing a plastic bag over them or covering them will help them to last longer. 


Remember just as your home is an investment, so are the tools you maintain it with. 
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Air compressors ... 


A lot of you will say that you don’t need an Air Compressor, but once you have one, you'll 
wonder how you did without it. 


What to look for in an Air Compressor: 

For the average DlYer doing home repairs and/or small projects the needs are minimal. 
You will want a Compressor that is oil less with not less than 135 PSI. If all you do is small 
projects a 3 gallon tank will do fine. 


What accessories should you buy? 

To start off you will need a hose, be sure to buy a rubber hose, not PVC. | also recommend a 
standard connection set that includes quick connects, tire air chuck and a blow gun. 

Other than that the accessories you can get are only limited by your needs. 

Optional accessories include cut off tools, nail guns, air brushes, buffers, drills, the list is virtually 
endless. 


What should you pay for an Air Compressor? 

I’ve paid as little as $49.99 for a compressor that can keep up with a nail gun on job sites. 
Places like HarborFreight.com sell them cheap and for only $6.99 shipping. 

If your going to be doing automotive projects you will need a compressor with a larger PSI and 
tank. 

So rate what your going to buy by what your planning to use it for. 


What can you do with an Air Compressor? 

With the right air tools you can put finishing nails in molding without leaving hammer marks, 
paint everything from small projects to whole rooms, cut metal/steel, remove rust from raw iron 
railings or other metals, the list goes on. 


Important: 
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Before you buy your air compressor, look at what tools you will be using and their requirements 
for air tanks and/or PSI. Some tools require more pressure to run or larger tanks for constant 
use. 
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Top 10 DIY fall fix up projects 


1- Give your laminate countertop a new look. Rust-Oleum Counter Transformation 
will give that old countertop a new look. For about $200 you can transform the 
average size countertop and make it look like new again. 


2- First impressions. Walking up to your home, the main entrance gives the first 
impression. A fresh coat of paint on the front door and update the entrance 
lighting can drastically improve on first impressions. 


3- Kitchen clean-up. Adding some pull out shelves to your kitchen cabinets can 
drastically improve on your storage and reduces cluttered counter space. 


4- Closet organizers. Looking to remove some of that clutter in the bedrooms, 
closet organizers will give you more storage with easier access to your things. 


5- Re-grout. No matter if it is in the kitchen or bathroom, re-grouting gives tile a 
fresh look. Changing the grout color can give it a new look as well. 


6- Picture perfect. Update photos in living room or family room, change the way 
they're laid out. Change the frames to give the room a different look and feel. 


7- Mirrors, adding a mirror or two can make any room look a little bigger. Buy inexpensive 
mirrors and paint the frame to match your wall (or to accent your wall) to give it a personal 
touch. 
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8- Half paint. Give a room the appearance of being taller and bigger by painting the walls at half 
height. This would also give you the opportunity to add color to a room giving it a new look with 
half the work of painting the entire room. 


9- Chair molding. Adding a molding around the perimeter of a dining room at the height of the 
top of the chairs will add character to a room while giving it a very different look at minimal cost. 


10- Wood accent wall. I’ve noticed a lot of people getting back into the wood look these days. 
Simply laminate a wall half or full height with 1 by 4’s and stain or paint to your liking. This will 
give a different look to any room. (I will cover this more in next week's article). 
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Twig letters..... 


Here is a project you can do with the kids, best of all you can start it on a nice day and finish it 
on a rainy day.. 


Step 1 is the the easiest, on a nice day, take a walk in a park and collect as many twigs as you 
can. Collect different sizes and shapes, you'll never know what you will need when you start 
making your twig letter. 


Step 2: Draw out on a piece of oak tag (or wood if your twig letter will be outdoors) your letter or 
design that you want to make with the twigs. If you would like your twig letter/design to have a 
full back (for multiple letters/numbers or to frame your design) use wood (outside use) or 
cardboard (inside use) skip step 3. 


Step 3: Cut out carefully cut out your letter/design. 


Step 4: Cut your twigs to fit your design and glue them to your letter/design. Hot glue is best, 
but for indoor use Elmer’s or wood glue can work. Glue your pieces in as you go. When gluing 
your twigs, have a pattern in mind and layer your twigs if needed (to add more design). 


Step 5: Once your design is complete, allow to dry thoroughly then coat with a fast drying brush 
on Lacquer. If you're going to keep your twig letter/design outdoors apply 3 coats of Lacquer to 
protect it from the weather. 


Some of the things you can make with twig letters/design: wall art, initial for wall or in front of 
your house, your house number for your front lawn, the list goes on. So use your imagination 
and you might be surprised at what you can come up with. 
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Two tone wood projects... 


Your home should reflect your personality. I've seen plenty of articles say stay away from wood 
cabinets. | believe there is nothing today that matches an old wood cabinet that was well made 
and maintained. 


| am only focusing on the wood cabinets as an example, this can apply to any wood project. 


The photo of the cabinets used in this article is from a job we did. These cabinets were in very 
good shape, but were all stained very dark. They needed to be given a new look. 


Here are the steps involved: 
1- No matter if it's a cabinet, dresser, nightstand, etc. decide the look your going for before you 
start. 


2- Remove all doors, draw faces, hardware, etc and thoroughly clean all wood surfaces with a 
degreaser cleaner. 


3- If the dark stain color is to your liking, great. If not sand all surfaces to the darker of the colors 
you like. 


4- Choose what areas you would like lighter (in this case we chose the door and draw faces). 
Then sand the areas that you want lighter, on flat surfaces a palm sander works well but on 
more detailed areas a sand sponge or sand cloth works better. 


5- Go over all your work and be sure that all surfaces are sanded to the same darkness (check 
both the darker and lighter areas as well). If not, even out the colors by sanding lightly (a little at 
a time) till they are even. 


6- If your colors are the way you want them, go to the next step. If not and you need to darken 
things a little Honey colored stain usually brings back a touch of color without being too much. 
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7- Apply a good clear coat. Remember clear coats come in different finishes, so pick the finish 
that works best for you. | find semi-gloss or satin are the ones | like the best. 


If your looking to have your project finished with Tunging Oil, you may want to bring someone in 
for that part. It takes a little practice to get just right. 
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Types of paint 


This week we're going to talk about paint. No not painting, we will cover that at another time, we 
will cover a little about different types and about brands of paint. 


First off, there are a lot of people who feel the brand of paint makes all the difference. The fact 
of the matter is a lot of brands don’t make their own paint. When you buy brand X paint it can be 
made by the same company that makes brand Y. And who the name brand on the label 
chooses to buy their paint from can change without you knowing. So one brand can be great 
now, but in a year that same brand can be buying their stock from a totally different 
manufacturer. 


Now lets look at types of paint. When | started in this business over 30 years ago, | was tought 
flat paint was for ceilings, semi-gloss was for doors and trim and walls were painted with 
eggshell or flat paint. If you remember those rules, your probably as old as me. These days for 
my customers | recommend going by a new rule of paint. | recommend semi-gloss on ceilings, 
yes flat hides a lot of sins but after a years worth of cooking you can clean a ceiling painted with 
semi-gloss, semi-gloss also reflects light which means less light needed in the space (also less 
electric used). For doors and trim, | like to use semi-gloss or high gloss. It gives a nice finish and 
lasts with the high traffic. For walls, if you prefer to go with less of a shine you can use satin or 
eggshell paint, but semi-gloss is still at the top of my list. 


As you read | go against the old school rules when it comes to types of paint and | am sure a lot 
of my readers may disagree with my preferring semi-gloss for most areas. But as a rule of 
thumb, when a customer calls someone like me in to paint, | think a year later they should be 
calling me for something else in the house. Not to repaint what they paid to have done a year 
prior because it is marked up and/or can’t be cleaned anymore. Semi-gloss can make that 
difference. 
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Upcycling plastic containers 


| would like to take credit for this weeks DIY project, but the credit goes to one of our readers. 
Thanks Adam for sending in this great little idea. 


These days recycling is on all our minds, so why not recycle in style. 


Upcycling plastic containers like milk jugs or coke bottles has been around for a while, but 
laundry detergent bottles work even better because of the thickness of the plastic and they have 
more depth for the roots. 


Most laundry bottles are already colorful, but you can always make it a project to do with the 
kids and paint them with colors or designs you like. It is also a great summer project to teach 
kids about growing and caring for plants. 


Here is the process, cut out the bottom of the laundry container out with a knife and trim any 
jagged edges with scissors. Then make a small hole in the cap to drain excess water when 
watering your plants. Next attach to a fence, a pole, railings or wherever you would like to 
display your planter using two zip ties. 


Once attached you can add dirt and plant. 


Thanks again Adam, | am sure a few of our readers will be giving this project a try. 
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Wallpaper removal 


| hope everyone made it through this week's blizzard safely. This week's project may help you 
plan for the next time you're going to be stuck in the house for a few days. 


Tired of that old wallpaper and ready for a change, let’s focus on taking it down and prepping 
the wall for paint. 


Here is a list of the things you'll need: Plastic drop cloth (3 mil or thicker), Serrated scoring tool, 
Safety glasses, Rubber gloves, Wallpaper stripper, Plastic paint tray and a foam roller, 4” and 6” 
scrapers (drywall knives), Thick garbage bags, Large sponge and bucket for water, Spackle, 
Fine sanding sponge. 


Wallpaper is sometimes applied over old wallpaper, so stripping down to the bare wall can take 
a lot of patience. The key to removing wallpaper is in dissolving the glue with the stripper. 


First: Spread out the drop cloth to protect the floor. Then run the scoring tool in a circular 
motion over the wall this will create small holes in the wallpaper that will allow the remover to get 
absorbed by the glue. 


Second: Wearing your safety glasses and rubber gloves. Pour some wallpaper stripper into the 
plastic paint tray and use the roller to apply the stripper onto the wall like your painting it, be 
sure to saturate it. The stripper will seep through the holes and dissolve the glue. Let sit for 
recommended time according to instructions for the stripper you bought (time may vary with 
different brands) 


Third: Use the 4” scraper to peel away the paper and throw it away. Be careful to do as little 
damage the drywall as possible as you scrape. If there’s more than one layer of wallpaper, you 
might have to remove them one at a time. (repeat second step if needed). 
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Fourth: Using a wet sponge completely clean off any remaining glue. Allow at least 24 hours 
before repairing any damage to the wall. 


Fifth: Using the 6” scraper, apply spackle to the damaged portions of the wall (completing small 
areas before advancing to next area). Apply a little extra and in even strokes remove excess 
spackle. Let dry overnight and repeat if needed. 


Sixth: Sand in a circular motion making the repaired section smooth with the wall. 


Repeat fifth and sixth steps as needed till the wall is smooth and ready for paint. 
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Weatherproofing your home 


Most people think of weatherproofing your home as something you do for the winter, 
weatherproofing for the summer is just as important. Proper weatherproofing in the summer can 
reduce your cooling cost drastically. 


Weatherproofing for the summer and winter is basically the same with minor changes. 


Steps to general waterproofing: 

1- Check caulk around windows and doors (both inside and outside). Where needed, remove 
old caulk and recaulk. 

2- Check all doors leading to the outside and garages. If there is a gap between the door and 
the floor, install a door sweep (the kind with the rubber strip is best). If there are gaps around 
the sides or the top of the door, install self stick weather stripping. 

3- Make sure all windows are closing properly. If windows do not close properly, you can use 
some foam insulation to fill the gaps in the summer. In the winter you may need to put plastic 
over the windows. 

4- Is there a lot of sun coming through the window? In the winter that is good, it will help keep 
the house warm. In the summer the sun shining through adds a lot of heat to your house, you 
may want to keep the blinds closed during warmer days to help cool down the house. 

5- Service your heating and/or cooling system once a year (at the beginning of each season). 
Make sure the filters are clean as well as the coils. 

6- If you have any exposed duct, it is always a good idea to make sure they are insulated. You 
can lose a lot of heating and cooling through uninsulated ducts. 

7- Check all storm doors, make sure they close properly and there is little to no light coming 
through around the edges. 


Some local services offer home checks for reasonable rates, some will even deduct the cost of 
the home check from the price if you end up needing work done. So if you're unable to check 
everything for yourself, call someone in, it may save you more then you end up paying. 
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Well Hung ... 


Have you ever tried to hang a picture and the wall just chips or went to hang some blinds and 
found you couldn’t get a screw into the metal frame? This week | will try and help you out with 
some of those issues. 


Hanging pictures or shelves on plaster walls: This is a common problem, the solution is 
actually simple. 


1- Place a piece of masking or painter's tape where your looking to hang your picture/shelf and 
mark your center. 

2- Place additional tape around the area where your center mark is covering about a 2” area. 
3- Drill a hole on your center mark. Drill bit should be a hair smaller than your anchor. 

4- Repeat steps 1 through 3 if more than one anchor is needed. 

5- Gentle tap your anchor into the hole using a hammer. 

6- Put the proper size screw in the anchor and your ready to hang your picture/shelf. 


Hanging blinds in metal window frames: | have had many customers complain to me about 
the difficulty of doing this. However like anything else, it’s really easy when you know how. 


1- You will need to get some self tapping screws (about the same size as the screws that came 
with your blinds). 

2- Placing the blind bracket where it needs to be mounted, mark the holes using a pencil. 

3- Using a drill with a screwdriver tip, run your self tapping into the holes you marked. 

4- Remove the screws and place your bracket in place, taping it to free up your hands. 

5- The holes on the blind brackets are usually very small, so use a standard screwdriver (4 in 1 
screwdrivers are usually too big) to put your screws in by hand. Do not over tighten, plastic 
brackets will pull out of shape. 

6- Put your blinds in place and enjoy some shade/privacy. 
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| hope this helped guide you through a few of those little tasks that you have been dreading. 
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Which wood would you use? 


Though most people know there are different kinds of wood, a lot of people don’t know which 
wood is best for their projects. This week | will tell you a little about the different types of wood. 


Pine: Pine is one of the cheapest hoods to buy. It is very lightweight and has a yellowish or 
whitish color to it. Pine is very good to use for a rustic finished product. It’s contrast between the 
main color and the darker more dense knots allows for a nice old look when stained. The 
softness of the wood will create chipping and splitting when using certain tools, this will help 
give your finished product a more aged look. 


Cherry: Cherry wood is defined by it’s fine, straight grains and reddish/brown to blond color. 
Cherry is a hard wood commonly used to make furniture because it can easily be shaped to a 
smooth polished finish. Cherry wood is a bit on the expensive side, but if your making a piece of 
furniture, it’s worth it. 


Maple: Maple is one of the hardest woods and is ideal for making dressers, shelves or cabinets. 
It can be defined by it’s creamy white color (sometimes has a reddish tint to it). Maple is usually 
more affordable than Cherry, When properly sealed, Maple can give you the look of Cherry or 
Mahogany without the price. 


Oak: Oak is a hardwood that has a tendency to be very grainy, Oak can either have a swirling 
look and be light brown to pinkish/red in color or have grain like tiger stripes with spots of yellow. 
Oak is very resistant to warping and when stained right can give you a very nice two toned look. 


Walnut: Walnut can be a chocolate brown or yellow (depending on if it came from the inner or 
outer part of the tree). Walnut is ideal for making tables, headboards and things that are going 
to be in clear view that need a hardwood. When oiled properly, the beauty of the Walnut stands 
out like with no other wood. 
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Note: All woods take stains and oils differently. So be sure to test your stain and/or oil ona 
piece of scrap wood before applying to your project. 
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Windows not opening and closing easily? 


It’s time to enjoy the summer breeze and the smell of the ocean throughout the house, but those 
darn windows are just too rough to open and close. 


The most common cause of windows not opening and closing easily is the window tracks. In 
most cases you could hire someone like me to come in and fix them or you can take a few easy 
steps and have them working like new for only a few dollars. 


Most important is clean the window tracks thoroughly. If not fully cleaned the problem will keep 
coming back. Once cleaned, take some lubricant (white lithium grease in a spray can, sold in 
most hardware stores or try vaseline) . Put the lubricant on a paper towel and wipe it through 
the window track. If you have tilt in windows also wipe the edge of the windows that lay into the 
track. 


White lithium grease is also great for squeaking hinges on doors. Spray a little at a time into the 
hinge (don’t over spray, it can get messy) than open and close the door a few times, repeat till 
the squeaking stops. If you can get the door pin to lift, raise it about 4 inch before spraying then 
put it back in. That will allow the lubricant to get into the hinge better. 


The old school way to lubricate things was always WD-40, the new school way is white lithium 
grease. WD-40 has a tendency to not last as long and will wash away if it gets too wet or over 
time with moisture. The white lithium grease is much longer lasting and a lot less affected by 
water and moisture. 


So next time you need to lubricate something or help a window slide easier try the white lithium 
grease and let us know how it worked for you. 
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Wood accent wall: 


For some time accent walls were just a wall you painted a different color. The look of a wood 
accent wall is coming back though. It adds character to a room, lighting can be built into it for a 
special touch. 


Accent walls can be made with 1 by 4’s, 1 by 6’s, for a rustic look reclaimed wood (as used in 
the photo) requires a little more skill, using different wood of the same size such as pine and 
treated will give it a two toned look when stained. 


You can choose to run the wood perralle to the floor or on a 45 degree angle (higher skill level 
required) for a more creative look. Though you will lose a few inches off the room, framing your 
wall and adding some recessed light is a nice touch. 


After choosing the wood you want to use and picking the angle, it’s time to start installing. You 
can nail your wood to the wall but be sure to use a little liquid nail behind each piece. Starting at 
the ceiling, work your way down toward the floor. Complete each row before starting a new one. 
Altinate overlaps if your coming around a corner with your accent wall. When cutting your wood, 
be sure to save your saw dust. Once your wall is complete you will be mixing it with some 
elmer's glue to make a natural looking wood fill for any spaces. 


When you get to the bottom of your wall, you may find you can't fit a full piece in. This is why 
you started at the top, you will need to cut a piece long ways. Don’t worry if it is not a tight fit, 
that’s why we left this part for the bottom. Once you put molding on, you will not see any small 
space at the bottom. 
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Wood refinishing 
One of the toughest DlYer projects you will come across is wood refinishing. 


No matter if it is an old chair, a coffee table or your cabinets, refinishing wood can be a scary 
project to take on. | don’t recommend people to start off with big projects, an old chair or an old 
table that you have laying around in the garage is a great way to try your skills out. 


The most important thing to remember about wood refinishing is the prep work. Without proper 
prep work your project will never look right. So, start off with a thorough cleaning. If needed use 
a good home grade degreaser. Then make sure you have a smooth surface to work with. 
Sanding with an orbital sander is highly recommended, but don't forget to fill any holes and 
cracks with a sandable wood filler first. 


Now you need to decide how you want to refinish your project. Most common ways are painting 
or staining. When painting be sure to use a furniture paint and apply with smooth light coats 
allowing to dry thoroughly between coats. If you choose stain, that can be much easier. Apply 
the stain of your choice with a paint brush and within a few seconds wipe with a clean cloth. 
Repeat till you get the depth of the color you are looking for. Properly prepared wood will absorb 
the stain quickly and leaving it too long will cause different depths in the color throughout the 
project. So multiple thin coats are always best. 


Finally is the finish work. You can buy a clear coat in a spray can that will work well for small 
projects, just be sure to spray it lightly and use multiple coats. 


Caution, for the beginner small projects can be fun and a way to show your creativeness. Larger 
projects require years of experience to get it right and consistent color throughout the project. 
So don’t take on the big jobs yourself, it can cost you more in the long run to have someone 
come in and fix it if it doesn't come out right. 
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Working with Electric.. 


First and most important rule is to treat all electrical wires as if they are alive (have power), even 
if it checks as off. Here are a few informational tips to help keep you safe. 


Standard rules: 

1- Black (or red) wires are hot (carry power to or from an outlet, switch, etc). 

2- White wires are neutral (common) 

3- Green wires are ground 

4- All wires should be checked with a Proximity Tester to be sure there is no power on it. 

5- On outlets and light switches, the power (red or black) goes to the gold side, the neutral goes 
to the silver side and the ground goes under the green screw at the top. 


When ---: 

1- When pulling an outlet or switch out of an electrical box, always hold it from the tabs on the 
top and bottom (never by the sides) 

2- When screwing on a wire nut or taping wires, always turn (wrap the tape) clockwise. 

3- When working on a circuit with a switch, shut the power off at the circuit breaker (not the 
switch) to avoid stray voltage. 

4- When using a screwdriver, wrap tape around the shaft to avoid accidental contact with 
grounds or other wires. 


Always: 

1- Always double check your work. A loose (or untaped) wire can cause shorts, sparks and/or 
fires. 

2- Always make sure all fixtures (outlets, lights, etc) are properly secure. A loose fixture can 
cause pulling on wire and future shorts. 

3- Always make sure you are not grounded. Don’t use metal ladders, shoes without rubber 
soles, etc. 

4- Always limit your work to things your comfortable doing. Being nervous can cause you to 
make fatal mistakes. 


Working with Electric by Artie Wallace 


Note: 

Normally | avoid topics like working with electric, however lately | am seeing more and more 
people doing minor electrical repairs, so | felt it is important to share some of the basics with 
you. 

If you have any question about what your doing, Don’t Do It (or stop what your doing) and call 
someone in. 


Disclaimer: / do not encourage people to do their own electrical repairs, but if your going to do 
it, | want you to know the basics. 





This article may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission. 


Contact Artie Wallace at TheDIYerbyArtieWallace@gmail.com 


